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“METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL ovspn 
GAL TOR THE WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, THE aor OF 


1886. nt D 


erin the Province of Bengal, during the greater part of the past wee 

inflaenced and modified by a cyclonic sto¥m which Neat to form a the fs 

the 16th near the Andamans and Diamond Island, and advanced across the 

1 2 west-north-westerly direction to the west of the North Circars. This storm 

i in the same part of the Bay as the cyclone which passed over Madras 

ng the second week of the present month. he first indications of the commenoco- 

‘of stormy weather were shown bya slight increase of the velocity of tho wind, 
‘and by the occurrence of distant thunder and lightning to the south, at Diamond Island 
on the 16th, Tho winds increased rapidly in forco at that station until the morning 
of the 20th, when they were blowing at the rate of 32 miles per hour. During this 
ee weuther almost certainly became more and more stormy, and squalls of wind 
‘and rain more frequent and sevore. It is, however, d wbtful whether there was a single 
centre of wind convergence, such as is characteristic of more intense and dangerous 
lonic storms of the Bay, until the afternoon of the 20th or morning of the 2st. Itis 

nost certain, judging from the land observations, that the storm did not commence its 
‘march across the Bay until the evening of the 20th or morning of the QIst, The centre was 
prpbably in about latitude 16°N and longitude 89°H on the 22nd at 10 acm. The storm 
apparently iucreased in intensity during that day, and also, but to a less degree, in extent. 
rate of motion was about 12 miles per hour, as the centre on the 23rd at 10 a.m. was 
probably in latitude 164° N and longitude 844°. ‘The logs of two»steamers which passed 
through the cyclone on this day (the Wedpomene and the Nur Jehan) have been received 
in the Meteorological Office. They show that the storm was of small extent, but that the 
gradients near the centre were very great, and the winds of hurricanoforee, ‘The Nur 
Jehan passed through the central calm area. The barometer on board that steamer fell 
little antil two hours before the centre passed over her, and in that short interval it fell 

a. nearly an inch (from 29 98" to 29:03"). The lowest reading of the barometer on board 
the Nur Jehan, corrected to the Calcatta standard, is 28°79", so that at the centre the barometric 
height ‘was 1:25” lower thon the normal barometric heigh< of the period. The inner storm 
area, characterized by rapid fail uf barometer in the direction of the centre, was hence almost 
certainly not more than 50 or 60 miles in diameter, These facts ond inferences are fully 
‘confirmed by the observations taken on board the Melpomene, The storm hence seems 
to-bave been of the same type as the romurkable False Point cyclone of September 1885, 
_ but'of course much less intense. The storm produced a very heavy swell on the north-west 
‘coast fur some time previously to its reaching the coast. On the cther hand, the indicas 
‘tions of the barometer at the coast stations were very slight until the inner storm area 
touched the coast, and up to that period the winds were also unusually light and variable, 
The centre struck the coast near Vizagapatam about midnight. Very violent winds pre- 
vailed for some hours in the west coast districts from Gupalpore to Coconada, and over 
3 ter part of this area very heavy rain fell. The storm appears to have been almost 
entirely confined to the lower atmospheric strata, as it was not able to surmount 
e Eastern Ghats of the Northern Qircars. ‘The intense localized cyclonic disturb. 
ance hence broke up on the morning of the 2dth, but gave rise to a slight disturbance 
a diffused character in Orissa, South Behar and Chutia Nagpur on the 25th and 
The barometer over the province had risen steadily from the 18th to the 

ng of the 28rd by amounts which averaged *2” for the whole province, and 

‘then upwards of a tenth of an inch above the nurmal. The retura swing of the 
atric’ movement (doubtless due in part to ascensional air movement) preceded by 

hours the arrival of the storm on the west coust. The slight indraught to the 

d disturbance increased the ascensional movement and supplied aqueous vapour. 

hence formed over the greater part of the province and fairly general raia fell in 

aourts on the 25th and 26th in Chutia Nagpur and South Behar. Orissa received 

yeueral rain on the 23rd as a direct result of the approach of the cyclone, 
(the 24th and 25th. The latter half of the week, that is from the 23rd, was 
ized by the suspension of the ordinary cold-weather conditions over the 
co. The air was much moister, the temperature, more especially at night, 

C erably above the average, winds were abnormal in direction, and moderately 

f in fel ta very unusual time of the year in South Behar and Chutia Nagpur. 

thas been : noted that the barometer rose steadily in all parts of the provinee 
‘the morning of the 23rd. ‘The rise was greatest in Behar, averaging °25", and least 
ngal , The barometer feil until the 20th ia Behar, and the 26th in South 

ne Move of the barometer during this interval were very izregular in South 

‘The fall from the 28rd to the 26th or 26th tly exceeded +1” 

The mean pressure of the week ig in excess for all divisions 

averages 06” fory North Bebar, 03" for East Bengal and Chutia 

‘South Beher and South-West Bengal. x 
f the air during the first three days of the week was approximately 
e storm to the co 


t was followed by a rapid rise of tem, 
‘on the 28rd, which extended to the interior 
temperature, which increased from &° to 





-mean temperature of the province for the week wes 84° above the m 
inoue Mightly exoeetied 4° in South Behar and Sonth-West Bengal, 

1¢ normal rainfall of the week is Epvotcaliahl ‘in all parts of the | 
Orissa and East Bengel, the averages for which are one-tenth and two-te 
respectively. Orissa received an average fall during the week of 1°22 inches, 
six-tenths of an inch, and South Behar one-quarter of an inch. The largest 
‘recorded in the Pooree, Cuttack, and Hezaribagh districts, whore the average fall 0 


: Mahia Die inch to an and a Mae inches, pd light showers wei 
i and Rungpore districts on the 26th, i I , 
and Bee North Bebers and the greater part of North Bengal, during ’ week. 


‘The following table gives the summary of the temperature and rai 
foal divisions af the proviuce for she yaekonlingh 


























Paieemmbcds varia at-tnccan a 
lst to 27é November 1886. Saaiaeercs ach 





























































































| | Prerating dimenicn, | | OS | Macrnan, 
2 lal: i 
ili 2 
o}% | © | Teton, = 
Noy. Gist | 1349 102 | 29-087 aa) 180 627 73 N by W and NNE 88) Nil Partisny cloudy, 
‘ rs . 
yy [98nd }1288) 1-6 | 30-019 | 749 197) c63 | CoM) “OAT | 665 | 76 |NNE aN by Ew! 81) on |Chindy toads 
é rin oF 
» [ara [rene] 40) 42) 757) 897) 150 Go7 | 708) O78) oro) 77 | wNBend HSE | 61] 4, lorieny cloudy, 
2 a. 
; 8 ab" | 682 81) 650) 75 GSEaMd ENE...) ot 
[8a | ant 005 | 758 851] 159 682) 699 » onion, 
| ty cloudy, 
» aia [207-7 ) 94) e90978 | 757) SHE | 179, Go7 | 702 | 008] o71 | 70 MSE andenim | 45], | ohray cloudy, 
| a 
{ 
jms [BO] 89) 967 | 787) 848) I60) Gee | 728) TI) 72) A Hoy Wand waw..| oo] Chir slondy, 
| 
we [Sth |1208) 22) 02 | HA4 S43 18H 704) 710) TIE) 692 BL NNE ve) 86) 5 Goudy, 6g. 
Inchoa 
‘The mean pressure of the seven dave = 29-992 
‘The average pressure of the corresponding periad for 24 yenrs, 8G.’ Office = — 29°999 
Funes, 
‘The tora vumper of hours of bright enmanine |. oe ise = 468 
The maximam possible number of hours of xuashine a a o - 76:8 
ie) oo 
The mean temperature of the seven aye . oe FB 
‘The average temperature of the correspouding period for 24 years, S. 4.'s Office we FEO 
‘The extreme variation of temperacure a “ee se » = 2h2 
The maximum temperature uh i o ae 85% 
Miles, a 
| Phe highest velocity of the wind 1 one nour... = 2 Ss ? J 
; ths 
The highest pressure of wind on one square tout ” - Not measureable. 
a % 
ne mean relative burwidity oe = 77 
‘Daten relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 yours, 3, G.’s Uttioe 71 
by Toche, 
: ‘The roral fall of.ram from 2Ist to 27th November 1886... és wi Niky 
hae fall of the corresponoine period for 24 venrs, 8. G.’s Office =  OOL 
he coal fall from, Tauvary to 27th November 1886 wa ws 65:20 
c Pee fall of the corresvonaing period for 24 years, 8, G,’s Office .,. ww B15 


: aye temperature, &e., are deduced from the traves o* the Barograuh and ‘Thermugraph, 
num and minimum temperatures are obtained from sel{-registering thermometers. ALL me 
and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed und verified at the: 

‘They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are susvenaed four® feet 





t readings are corrected 2pproximately to those of the standard Newman’s No. *6,5 
yor-Gencral’s Office. f 
ants are obtained from Tables LI, 1V, and V of the official tables compnced m the | 

| based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formuia, 
}movement of the wiyd are taken from tne trace of a Beckley’s apemograpk, 
F eS one foov above the ground. 










Henry F, Buanronyn, ~ © 
Me exrologieal Keporter ta the Govt, of India, 








‘The mean temperature of the seven days 
‘The extreme variation of temperature 
‘The maximum temperature ae 


‘The mean relative been ai 


‘The total fall of rain trom 21st to 27th November 1886 tae 
‘The mean temperature and humidity are obtained by applying to the mean of ‘the 10n, 16b, and 
minimum readings a correction dependent on the range, and derived irom the hourly observations 
at; the Surveyor-General’s Office, Chowringhee, in past years. 
Mareoxotoercat Orricer, Invia; H. F. Buanrorp, jaw 
‘The 291h November 1886, Metecralogtcal Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
* 








h h be eter i in these Municipalities in the proportions 
' population i ‘L per 1,000, respectively, as opposed to 23 id 42°3 

senpetively in the proooding weok ending 3Uth Fae Os iildbveling, a dimisiaten 
“The events wore roturned in the highest proportions by the following 








Births. Deaths. 
Ratio per 
A mulle, 
Comillah 678 Serampore 
Monghyr ww 470 | Gyo 
Berampore ye 854 | Pv 
Durbhanga . vs B81 | Suburbs of Celout 
. ow 328 | Patna 
o soe w= 826 | Mozufforpore 
’. Monghyr 
Bhagulpore 
jaraingungo 
Beauleah 
Comillah 
Burdwan 
. Utterpara 





. Hughli aa oon 

* 8. That the mean rates at which the several death-causes proved fatal were— « 
Ratio per mille during the wonks ending-— 
“Gh Nov 1686, 80th Oar. 1860) 





pent 98 Bhi 
‘mall ve 1 
Fever 163 ign 
Bowel-complaints 68 52 
aie a 

F causes ve OS > 96 


showing mainly that, in comparison with the preceding week, there was a sensible abatement 
of mortality er cholera with a small increase in that from the maladies grouped under the 
head of ‘Other causes.” : ’ 
4. That referring to the death-causos above indicated, while no death was reported to 
havo occurred from small-pox, and the casualties from injury were not noticeably largo any- 
where, the rest of them proved most fatal to life in the following Munioipalitios :— 

















"Cholera. » Fever, Bowel-complaints, Other causes, 
Ratio Rati Ratio 
er tal mith “ie en 8 
“a. 80% | Boauleah ws 868 |Comillah ,,, 154 | Gya . 78 
' S. ¥72| Monghyr =, 289 | Puri s 105 | Naraingungo 248 
‘ 28°65 | Gya ID 260 Serampore. 1, 106 
22-6 | Santiporo Bhogulpore si 190 
147 | Comillah Suburbs of Caloutta 168 
13°6 | Burdwan Puri ow MT 
Seramporo 


b the rhortality of the wook, classifiod undor tho hoads of See, Olass and Aye: 


lew 
2. to Ser. According to Class. According to Age. 
f 


Ratio 
see ar =u 





fees i ; under 5 years... 67°3 
Mahomeduns oe 889) 6 yy 1 BOR 

16 10.5 AS a au- 160 
iy 16 0» . 267 





R. Lippaapate, a.p., Deputy Surgeon-General, 
Sanitary Commissioner for Bengai. 
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yece and Decreases in tonnage of Staples carried ov he li during 
Tae 4s compared with the corresponding period «7 tier 1880 eg 
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justird and-rape sed 
‘Tite inevene to hgh to, 
‘e Railway plant and rolling-stock ae 
finnronso i was to more railway malariae cots a during tie mouth. 
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B. G. Mooxensus, Manager. 









Weekly Revurn of Tattle Receipts on Indian Railwaye. 


















F il panei RAs? INDIAN RaTLWaY. Be beach 
f 
&. © approsimate Return of Traffic for work ended 20th November 1886, vn 1,615 miler omen. 
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Number of ‘Odaching Weight 
oe ee ce 
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5 she 4 19 | 1,318,035 
D) 801,010 910 1,60,59,798 8 3) 1,980,000) 
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of the Hast Indian Railway. prepured in acrvmdance with Puilie Works Department 

































































Approximate Statement of gross rece 
te Mecular No, XXL, Hailwuy, dated zsrd July 183i. i : 
ete == . = oe 
¥ Toran RRCKiPrs YuoM ler | Doras nuoRI Ps 
We een jgutees YOR WEEE sas, | nxnrra Sire NovaWONK 166, | APR IMETY srNovuamie |Avutt 30 20011 Novant 
= ‘Toval ‘Total 
ae 7 ea fmenonso in | donne 18 
a Te, [eee | moi | ZI (eitte|nou ins | Se |e routreniva | |e ome 
7 EAE. (atte | nota recente. |i, [ot 
ec, mine] Bowie |, a ste fe noe S| 
‘ | 
Re, Re. Rs. | Ra, Be, te te, | Re. 





9,04,05,982 baal yoo | 488,68007 | 19,089 


, PATNA-GYA STATE RAILWAY. : - 
Approximate Return of Wrath for week ended 20th November Y886, on 57} miles open. 
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Approvimate Statement of gross receipts of the Patna-Gya State Railway, id in accordance with Public | 
Cireelar No. NAL Raitway, dated rd uly 1883. hc 
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Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Ditdarnagar-Ghazipur Slat» Railway, prevared in accordance with Pablic “| 
Fret i thent Circular Nac XL aiteny, ted Yard July 1983, picts 
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i j SINDIA STATE RAILWAY, 





RI inate Return Pei Traphe for week ended 20tk Nowembar 1880, on 744 miles goon. 








































> concuna Tearnic. aucoan ax aaa ‘Tarrio Taaswontas mom, 
a : Other earings Ton | : 
nase. - wae (estimated), | earnaluge. , 
Number of | — Gone! ft 
yh Bile tad Weighs Reeeipts, Coaching, | Merohate | 
Be ars Msn] ot ar! oe a | Rs a 









90 sono 10 | arr 9 0 nooo] pai 0 
v8 it 400 1 176 


101d 
















8 0| warox o| coin ¥| 1790 9 9) 10970 Oo 
10) is0a7 10 | 08.45 isi 80) ike 


| 


amu t Ms 0) 3807 2 0 orn op] zasaeat) 1,580 8s 
Te ee en wus om 6 OTB] sae se 
16,75,082 10 | ao,780 2 0} ares #1 | Ameo7t © 9] emoos | BEAKO 











































Grows vccvinte of the Sindia® State Raion saved in de ith Publi “en 
LE soli Cireular No XXI, Hailway, ect Doed Sule we re Te 


































ToTAL wecELNTN PROM Jer 
a ey 
‘NOVEMBEE 15%, 








orxa | TOTAL uneniers ynow 197 
ro APuti, 183) 70 sls 
quae ‘NOvVRRURR 1655, 











Pee |x 
a chop mam |, 

















a 


CoacuixG THarric, 


Cosohi 
eDeIIERS 





Ra, ar, 
ania 8 

tT 8 
ron 1 o 
mee 0 0| 








4,007 10 


205,008 0 


m7 0 
9 8 


A206 0) 


~aoun s 
wae 
88,407 12 91 | 


rao 
068 
sola 
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INDIAN MIDLAND RAILWAY. 
idepsiaieclel Return of Traffic for week ended 20th November 1886, on 42 miles open. 
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Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Indian Midland Rail 
gaelnnanes Circular No. XXL, Railway, anes 3 July 1883, 
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-. DAGOA SPATE RAILWAY. 
Return of Traffic for woek ended 20¢h Nowembor 1886, on 86 miles open, 
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FINANCIAL YRAR. 
Approzimate Statement of gross roreipts of the Dacea Stato Raihway. 
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Mean Pee | Moan | | vor | Moon Yer | Mean 
shure tite, milenste| Receipts, | niin faire Total reeipts,| ite. files | Total rece 
a) ae worked work, " jerk a lalate Ped ; 
re | ome, wm, | Re wm. | Re Rs, Ra, 
“ ao | | w sue | | or sn | so | on) 103,108 105,308 
‘Audited up to weok ending sth September 180, = 
PS ee 
NALHATI STATE RAILWAY. 
<2 Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 20h November 1880, on 274 mites open. x 
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Statement of gross receipts of the Nalhati State Railway. 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 


Apprivimate Statement of gross receipte of the Kaunia and Dharlla State Railway 
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TIRHOOT STATE RAWLWaY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 26h November 1880, on 246 miles o7 
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Approvimaté Return of Traffic for the woek ended 20th November 1886, on 2A9 miler open. 
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NORTHERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
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EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for weok ended 20th November 1886, on 234 miles open. 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 


te Statement of gross receipts of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. } | 
Approvimate Statement of gross recvipts of the Bengal Oontral Railway. 
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afiairs of the Town gnd Suburbs of Caleutta 
and, though introduced under this unassuming title, it is a su 
been under the consideration of the Government and the ic for a very 
Jong. time, and has been examined by a Special Committee of which my hon, _ 
friend Mr. Reynolds was Chairman, and of which, I believe, two of our hon. 
‘colleagues were members. I think the result of all these discussions and __ 
examinations up to this point has clearly established the principle that it is 
desirable that the Town and Suburbs of Calcutta should be amal, Pen as 
one Municipal Admiristration, on the general and broad ground that the 
interests of two communities so contiguous to each other are positively iden-_ 
tical, especially as regards sanitary considerations. The Ba has’ passed 
through its earliest stages, leave has been given to introduce it, and it has 
been introduced. It has received the gerieral sfirmation of the! Govern- 
ment of India; and upon this point I may refer to some mistipprehenston 
which has existed, and found expression in the papers, that) recently we 
have received from the Secretary of State some communications which affected 
the Bill very seriously. 1 may say that up to yesterday no intimation of 
any kind had been received by me from the Secretary of State tpon’ the . 
subject. The Council may doubtless be aware that the rule which has ‘been 
Taid down by the Government of India as regards all local legislation is that, 
before a local Legislature can procecd to introduce any measute, it should 
submit, for the consideration of the Government of India, the general prinei-. 
les upon which the proposed legislation is based, and the Secretary of State 
Sas also expressed a wish that, in the case of all measures of extended seope 
and importance, he also may have an opportunity of sceing:*the lines pot 
which the measure is drawn, before the local Legislature proceeds to deal 
with it. If within two months from the time when the Billis sent home no ~ 
answer arrives, we understand that the Secretary of State is willing that we 
should proceed with it. In this case we have received an intimation trom the 
Government of India that, although all the papers were sent to the Seeret 
of State some time ago, no reply had been received, and under these circum’ 
stances they have authorized us to proceed with the Bill, and have suggested 
in their letter certain matters for the consideration of the Council in dealing 
with the further progress of the measure. ‘That letter will be laid before the 
Solect Committee. One point which has pressed upon all who have been \ 
concerned in the matter, is the question of cost. We allsagree that for 
general purposes, for sanitary purposes especially, the two Municipalities 
should now be brought under a single and united administration. The 
| difficulty has arisen as to how a poor Municipality like that of the Suburbs 
can be brought under a system of control and_ direction from the Caloutta 
Municipality, without involving the rate-payers of Calcutta in heavy burdens. 
Obviously to do so would be very undesirable and improper, and the — | 
difficulty has been met by the Government undertaking to do what they 
have for a long time desired io do, that is, to relieve the Calentta: ‘ici 
ality of the charge which they now bear for the Police of the. Town. 
if that proposal is carried out, as I huve no doubt it will be—it has been 
Reobrtel by the Government of India—the Government of Bengal will 
responsibility for three lakhs of rupees a year, to whieh extent 
Municipality will be relieved, Those three lakhs of rapees may we be 
in extending the advantages which Calcutta has received from its, 
cipal administration to all parts of the Suburbe as far as they can be | 
It is not necessary for me at this atago of the proceedings to enter into 
discussion or express any opinion as to the details of the will I think we hi 
chosen a Select Committee which is fairly representative of all 
ply omission, ] am sorry to mark, is the name of my hi 


Reynolds, and with his permission 1 ie ose to add that 


I think we shall have a Committee which represents all int 
wo may be agreed and unanimous on the meritsof'the pri 
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with the measute. We shall have, therefore, to obe 
g some delay may occur in obtaining the result of their 
A ideratio: the ‘report, before we can finally proceed to dispose of the 
Bill. ° Saco in méasure.of this extent und importance, we shall require 
Teast six weeks 







‘or two" montis, after the Select Committee have concluded th 
enquiries, in order to deal with the matter in full Council; and if it is an object 
* that the’ Bill should be ed within the present session, 1 hope we may come 
consideration of the measure in full Council by a date not later than 
Although Lam unwilling to say anything as to the direction the Bill 
should take, I may «perhaps simply, in a few words, express this view: that 
“assuming that the constitution of the Town Council and of the Commissioners 
will be somewhat on the lines suggested already by the Government in dealing 
with the matter, as far as wy personal views are concerned, I should be willi 
to concede that the fullest independence should bo accorded to the Municipal 
ommissioners: under this Bill to deal with all matters comprised in the Bill 
within the torms of thé law, without any intervention on the part of the Gov 
ernment; I can assure you that, having had now nearly five years’ experienc 
of Bengal administration, and having had the subject of Municipal administra 
“tion specially brought under my cognizance in all its forms, both in the mofussil 
and in Caleutta, there is nothing which the Licutenant-Governor—I speak not 
for myself only, but any Lieutenant-Governor— is more glad to be relieved of than 
the duty of interference, partly on account of the extraordinary amount of work 
which it throws upon him in this matter of Municipal administration, and partly 
on the-wider ground that it is the best t) leave Municipal administration free 
from such interferenée. In very many places we have seen in the mofussil, where 
harmonius co-operation exists, tle very best results avcruing from the measure of 
~ independence we have conceded, and I have not the slightest doubt that if Wwe 
are to frame a Bill upon sound and proper lines, the right course, and the onty 
yer course, is to leave to the Municipal Commissioners the utmost freedom to 
deal with the affairs of the Municipality under the power which the law gives 
them, without the annoyance which results from the interference of Government. 
But having said this much, I must repeat what [ have said on other oceasions in 
reference to the Acts relating to mofussil Municipal administration, that there 
should be and there must be a provision in the Act whieh shall reserve to the 
Governntent the absolute power and right to intervene in all cases where cir- 
eumstanées show that, whether from apathy, or indifference, or from quarrels, 
or any, other’causes, the public interests are neglected ; and when I say that a 
clause to that effect must be provided in tie present Bill, I only give expression 
to that which obtains, I believe, in every legislation of the kind in any part of « 
the world where Municipal institutions ‘exist. I believe [ am right in saying 
| that, in English law, nothing is more clearly settled than that, while giving the 
dreest independence to local bodies, there is at the head of them all a Board, 
ided over generallyyby a Cabinet Minister, which hasthe most absolute 
right of interfering in cases of the kind Thave rete reed to, And if such isneces- 
‘sary in England, ina community where the population is homogencous, Tam 
sure that in a capital like Caleutta, where there are a thousand interests, differ: 
ent sections of natives*of creed «nd colour, and a large body of Europeans, 
re/should be an external power to intervene in cases where intervention is 































e two other items standing on the list of business, viz , the’Bill to 
the registration“of permaneut tenures, which is said to be in Select 
ittee; | and the Bill to consolidate and umend the law relating to Canoon- 

warris, which is also in Select Committee. ‘The first was intro- 
dro of relicf to»the zemindurs of the Province. When the 
r Act waseunder consideration, it was thought that the registra- 
ried out, would afford relief to the zemindars in the 
f their rents, which was a constant subject of complaint ; but since® 







¢ the public, an exprostion of opinion generally prevails 
not want it, As far as] am concerned, if the zemindars 
although the: isions of the Bill are svch that they 
J the Egh Court, and especially ‘the late 
bb edad the’ Government eortainly 
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not press it on them; and though I sh 
drawal of the Bill, it will not be proceeded with. 

Putwari Bill that was introduced in connectiom with the meal 
survey throughout Behar. You are aware that the survey 
{ carried to a very successful conclusion,"so far 


‘ozufferpore, and 
ie and is yielding good results, But the Secretar: 


for financial reasons, desired that the survey should be temporarily gers nn 
howe 















and with its abandonment of course the Putwari Bill, asa measure subsidia 
to that cadastral survey and record of tty will also. remain in abeyance, 
The Bill, therefore, will not be proceede with this session. ial 

It is also proposed to introduce a Bill for the survey of the town of 
Calcutta. ‘The last survey of Calcutta was made in the year 1847. Itmay 
readily be imagined, therefore, that the results of that survey are now a _ 
useless. ‘The subject was considered by a small Committee presided over by 
Mr Ootton, with Mr. A. Forbes and Baboo Gopal. Lull Mitter as member 
with the result that they drafted the Bill whichis the basis of the measure 
which will be brought into this Council. ‘The reasons generally that, 
dwing the past thirty years, many changes have occurred with regaed to 
Government holdings in Caleutta, which have been in many instanees sub-— 
divided and amalgamated, so that it is necessary to have them again demar- 
cated and their boundaries defined. The number of those holdings is 11,084. 
A new survey is also desired by Goverument on account of its topographical 
utility. But, as Mr, Cotton has reported, the measure is more n in 
the interests of the Municipelity than it isin those of the Goyernment ; and 
it is for this reason that the Municipal Commissioners have agreed to pay a 
large share of the cost of the work. We have been in communication with 
the Government of India, and have obtained their sanction to the employment 
of a professional party for the conduct of the work, which we intend. to : 
commence as soon a8 we are given the power to proceed. My hon. friend 
Mr. Reynolds will take charge of the Bill, aid I hope it will be passed into 
Jaw with as little delay as possible. a.) 

Then there is a Bill to provide for the regulation of the raral police in the 
Chota Nagpore Division. The Police there are on a different footing to those 
in any other part of the province, on account of the backward gondition of the 
division. Without entering into the practical details of the Bill, which is a 
small measure, I may say that power is required to give assistance to the 
men now employed in collecting the police dues and. to legalize the 
which they employ, and also to increase the actual assessment of those 4 
from 15 to 20 per cent., in order to admit of funds being available. Itisyas I 
have said, a very sinall measure, but it is one of considerable importance to that 
part of the vountry. * 

It is also intended to introduce a Bill to create a Port Trust.for Chit 
You may be aware that the trade of that port has withinrecent years deyeloped 
and grown to a very marvellous extent, Chittagong is situated on river 
only sixteen miles from the sea. It possesses a very fair harbour, ; 8 NOV 
risen to a pons in which circumstances justify us in establishing some | 
of special body to regulate the affairs of ‘th port: and after considerable 
sultation, it hhas been decided to introduce a Port» Trust on the lines of 
bodies constituted in places like Rangoon, Kutrachee, and other 
elective’ principle will be introduced, as far as possible, in the selecti 
mercantile members of the Trust ; and when that is célabitiahed, youn 
that, as in all other cases, and as in Caleutta especially, the tmeans~ 
available to the Port Commissioners for introducing the applii 
are so necessary and useful for the development of mercanti 
place like Chiteagon i ' shi 

That, and another Bill of asimilar character, which is to 
Caleutta Port Trust Act with a view to establish the pri 
the Chamber of Commerce i 
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= ai ae 
of the Caleutta Port Trust. I pointed out to him that, whatever 
ally wish in the matter, any compliance with the representa- 
on was barred by the Act of 1870, under which all members of the Port Trust 
were to be appointed. by the Local Government ; but I said, what I have always 
said, that, as regards the appointment of Port Commissioners connected with 
the mercantile communities, I should be always glad to discover the, wish 
of the Chamber of Commerce. Upon that principle I have always acted. 
Tt has since been stated that it is desirable to place upon the Statute book 
power to the Chamber of Commerce to elect their own representatives ; and 
though at first it was suggested to me that the Chamber of Commerce did 
not represent the whole of the mercantile community of Calcutta, I have since 
been informed that those interests which are not represented in the Chamber of 
Commerce are practically so few that they need not be considered in a Bill of 
this kind. Therefore, 1 purpose by the amending Bill to establish twelve 
members of the Port Commission in addition to the Chairman: four members to 
be elected by the Chaniber of Commerce, one by the Trade’s Association, two 
members will always be natives, and then there will be left five to be nominated 
Government to represent nut only the official cloment, but also interests 
like those of, the railways, and large shipping interests which possibly do net 
find a place in the Chamber. I have received from the Secretary of the 
Chamber the expression of the opinion of the Chamber that they are ready to 
accept a Bill based on these lines, and I hope in a yery short time to be able 

tosay that we have passed the measure. 
will now call upon the hon Mr. [arrison to make the motion which stands 

in his name. 


CALCUTTA MUNIOIPALITY. 


. The Hon. Mr. Hannison said that the Municipal Bill had now been before 
the public for the greater part of the year, and it would probably be not ont of 
place if he’ made afew remarks on its present position. He had pointed out, 
on a previous occasion, that the Dill consisted of two very unequal parts: 
first, the portion which contained the constitution of the proposed enlarged 
Municipality and the general outlines of the terms upon which the amal- 

mation was to take place; and, secondly, the rest of the Bill, which prescribed 
t rocedure for the guidance of the Municipality on all other matters. 
Tt baa then been ‘explained that the larger portion of tho Bill had not 
up to that time been recast. But it was clearly recognised that the part of the 
Bill with which the public would bo generally most intorested would be 
that which marked out the lines of the future constitution of the Municipality, 
and therefore that portion was fully prepared. Other parts were reserved for 
the receipt of reports from Committees of the Corporation and the Suburbs, 
besides other bodies, and for such leisure as to the details as he might be able 
to give to it, for he need scarcely say that a Bill of this kind required very 
‘full consideration on many matters of detail which weve of little interest to 
‘the public, but of very grest practical importance. He was now prepared to 

on with the second part, which the Committee would have to consider, in. 
etail, That portion was not at present before the public; but what was 
before them, and what had been before them for the last six months, “was 
the constitution of the new body. He would therefore on this occasion 
eonfine his remarks entirely to that part of the Bill, and say nothing as regards 
ion till the labours of the Committee had terminated. “ 
or had already stated that the necessity for the measure had now 
been generally admitted. 1 was a measure which, by its very nature, was bound 
to elicit criticism from all sides. In the first place the inhabitants of the Suburbs 
p d an increase of taxation, and the inhabitants of Calcutta apprehended 
fdens on acepunt of the improvements necessary in the Suburbs. 
ean the the system introduced in 1876 had been a failure 
00 system more or Jess undone. On the other hand, those 
it a su desired to see it still further extended. But this 
d the constitution of the Corporation, was for the most part con- 
On these grounds he could eeaeeely hope that it would 
r to the certainty that the views of parties were likely 
























































not think he was wrong in saying that 
y was probably the peel bat equitable 
Act of 1! introduced with considerable hesitation. ' 
that the then Chairman of the Municipality made no secret of his 
8 ongly opposed to the elective system, especially on the ground, 

, that the improvements in the Municipality would come toa 
still. He said that all the great measures of reform which had been intro 
had been introduced against the wishes of the prone of the Town, and : 
every one of them, in the first instange, had been opposed, though alles & 
time the value of nearly all had been admitted. Therefore he said, that. if 
the elective system was introduced, it was certain the work of tho. Municipality 
must come toa standstill. On the other hand, there were many who antici- 
pated that the system would bo satisfactory in the highest degree. 
results showed that the views of neither party were entirely wrong nor. 
entirely right. As was foreseen, the main object of the elected is- 
sioners was at first economy, and that had been markedly the case for the first. ~ 
year or two. t P 

But, on the other hand, those who were opposed to the elective system did, 
not allow sufficiently for the extremely valuable effects of ‘practical. experience, 
on the education of those who were engaged in Municipal administration ; hex: 
did not realise how soon u sense of responsibility would grow up among thé Com- 
missioners when called upon, when pressed on all sides, to carry out improve- 
ments, and to consider the welfare of the Town, and that there would 
gradually grow up a conviction that economy was not the only object 
at which to aim, and that after atime the new Municipality would begin 
to follow on the lines of the old Justices. This hud proved to be the « 
actual result: for he was glad to say that very considerable work had been done: 
by the Commi sioners, of which the public were not fully aware, chiefly for 
this reason. The work which was done by the old Justices, was work done 
in the south of the lown, before the eyes of those who criticised them,, 
and the work which was now taken up was work which was. done in the 
northern part of the Town, where it was more withdrawn from view, and where 
those in the south were not conscious that it was going on. Of this work 
Mr. Harrison thought he could give a very fair test. The accounts which 
were kept by the official auditors, and which were above suspicion, showed 
as “block” the total amount of the work done by tho present Commissioners ; 
that was the total amount of permanent work done, ‘the debt, on the other 
hand, showed clearly the amount to which the Corporation had mé 
its resources for the purpose of carrying out those works. The result of the 
assessment, although by no means perfect, was also a very fair test of the. 
increasing value of the Town. So here there was, first, the means of sho ing 
how much money had been spent; then they could see now far the Corporation, 
to carry out permanent works, had mortgaged its resources; and; lastly, 
they had a practical test for the purpose of showing how far the-value of 
the ‘Town property had increased or decreased during the period coyered by the 
improvements. . “ i 

The figures as to these particulars were as follow:—The co: 
work done in the twelvo-and-a-half years of the Justices was_17 
round numbers, The cost of the work done during the nine-and-a-qua i 
years up to the period of the last year of the Oommissioners was ,68 lakhs,. 
that, whereas the average yearly rate of work during the time ‘of the Justices 
was Rs. 15,60,000, the average rate in the time of the: Commissioners had b 
Rs. 7,30,000, Now, as by law they were only bound tospend Rs. er 
permanent works annually, this, he thought, clearly sho that it was.an ent 
mistake to suppose that they had been entirely negligent or idle, As regarded — 
debt, the gross debt in the time of the Justices was nearly th was 
now; but against this they had a large reserve find, which y 
paying off debts. Allowing for this, the Justices had bb 











wat they cored a work to Bee extent of 170 lakhs, 
ai nted “the debt only, 27; ¢ 
tee 68, lakhs, so re hee fh 

d the revenues of the ‘Town less than, 


» proportis 


z showed that the management had been e 
a as to the value of the Town, ‘The assesse ada 
f own Was when the Justices first came into existence, and it 
r 123 lakhs during the 124 years of their reign. In the time of the 
entenotees, the value had been augmented to 141 lakhs. If they multiplied 
it by 16 years’ purchase, which was probably the fairest multiplier in the case of 
ricks and mortar, the value of the Town had increased by 614 lakhs, 
whereas, in the time of the Commissioners, the value of the Town had 
increased. by 296 lakhs, Though the rate of progress wae thus better under 
the. Justices, proportionately better value had been obtained under the 
Commissioners. Therefore the apprehension that the work of improvement 
would come toa standstill had not been fulfilled. On the contrary, it had been 
shown that, as the Commissioners had become more experienced and learned 
more of the necessities of the ‘own, they had, in spite of the demands of their 
clients on the side of economy, found their way to spend very considerable 
sums, which had been laid out to very great advantage indeed, so much so 
that the assessed value of the Town had risen more than ten rupees for every 
rupee of augmented debt. 
Having said this, he felt bound to say something in reply to those who 
argued that, if this elective eye had produced all these results—if it had 
worked so well—it should be extended more fully, On this point he was 
justified in making some remarks, because it was well-known that he held avery 
strong opinion on this point. Calcutta differed entirely from small homogeneous 
municipalities in the mofussil, such for instance as Midnapur or Burdwan or Krish 
nagar. In those-towns, if the people came forward and petitioned the Govern- 
ment that, as the elective system had worked well, they should have a larger 
proportion of elected Commissioners, the main question would be whether the 
contention was true, and if true, the prayer might be granted. In Cal 
m, was totally difforent. It was the capital of the whole Empire during 
-part of the year. It was also the seat of the Government of the wealthiest pro- 
vineo of the Empire, containing a population of 70 millions. Besides that, its 
wealth was entirely due to its commercial and trading bodies, and it was no 
Senegertion to say that, if its trade was taken away, the value of the land in it 
Id fall 75 per cent. In-Madras land was not one quarter of the value it was 
in Calentta. Caloutta was the chief commercial city on this side of India, 
and it was, probably the. medium by which exports and imports for scarcely 
Jegs. tian, 100.milljons of people found their way out of and into the 
country. ' On the other hand, the permanent residents of Calcutta did nob 
exceed. 250,000, the remainder being attracted to it by its trade. There- 
fore, it was evident that the Government were perfectly justified in 
safeguarding all those large interests which had contributed so much to 
the wealth and importance of the city; that they had to look to those 
interests, and not merely to the interests of the residents. Under these 
citeumstances, the proportion to be nominated by the Government was 
intended to represent those views and those interests which would not find 
adequate representation by mere election, and also those lurge minorities 
which similarly. might be more or less ousted by it He was perfectly 
certain that the work done would be far better done if the interests of those 


al were: carefully conserved, than if they were ignored, Indivi- 
ee 
It 












































hhe was. bound to say thet he hardly thought one-third was sufficient. 
the question was a. perfectly open one, he thought it would be doubtful 
whether the system of election ought not to be cast on somewhat different 
lines, which would more equitably represent all interests and communities than 
and parallelograms. . But it was very difficult to undo what had 
ton years, It was.a great mistake to say that those who believed 
ity for these safeguards therefore distrusted the people. 
“all advocates of Liberalism, Mr. Gladstone, defining on one 
,and Osnservatism, said that the latter was distrust tempered 
ilism was trust tempered. by caution. Whether this «finition 
or not it waspnnecessary tosay, but Mr. Gladstone’ 

his own policy trust must be tempered with caution. 
was that the: policy of Goveramant should 
_ Tt would no doubt” be» said that tho Hindus * 






Mo capital and interests. Th ; 
0 party should be left with an ‘ing 
considerable experience, and he said that this was 
iding for the qradare of the Corporation. In ordinary 


no (lifficulty, but every now and then questions came up in 

ests were wider than personal. In these cases it was of | 

one community should not have a preponderating voice. 

that the Hindu members of the Corporation ‘were the most energ 
and painstaking, and had taken a greater share in the work» of 


than others, ‘and on that ground alone wiclded greater influence. Thi: 

unquestionably true. Therefore it was argued that, if the Hindus had — 

to be pre-emivent by their attention to business, their capacity for 

experience, instead of having four to seven, a proportion of three to 

be better. He said deliberately that, though the Hindus worked 

the same time, if they had been more numerous, instead of doing 

would have done worse—if less, they would have done better. 

sound paradoxical, but the reason was that if they were.more num 

could exercise their supremacy by the effect of mere numbers, when 

the must do so by the goodness of their cause and a knowledge of 

if more numerous they would be more tem to yield to i 
sjudice. He had said that Calcutta was notlike a mofussil to 

igecient could leave its interests entirely in the hands of the Commi: 

But he might be allowed to draw attention to a furthor point. It 

over and over recognised that Calcutta was a ficld in which tl 

of the people for administration could be tested. He hoped 

capacity would ere long find a wider field. At present this was 

arena. That being so, it was specially in their interests that 

for carrying on tho administration should be acquired under favoura 

tions, If it was possible for prejudice to carry’ weight without 

to reason or argument, it was certain that the quality of the a 

would fall off. . 

He had one’ more word to say. A new system of qualification had 
introduced by the law. pfoaoaly all who nade certain amount of ra 
entitled to vote. Now all who held property of a certain amount a 3 
who took out licenses, were entitled to vote. The reason for this ch 
one of very great importance. Under the old system it was perfectly 
sible for the Corporation to prepare lists of those who were entitled to 
The preparation of these lists rested before entirely in the hands: of 
candidates and their agents. He was glad to find that there was no 
opposition to the proposed change. Under the new system it was po 
have alist prepared of those entitled to vote snilereinery of th 
of the candidates or their agents, aud many who hud hitherto not 
now find themselves enrolled,’ . H 

He moved that, the Bili to consolidate and-amend the law 
municipal affairs of the Town and Suburbs of Calcutta be 
Committee, consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. Reynolds, the Hon’ble . 
the Hon’ble Mr. Allen, the Hon'ble Moulvie Abdul Jabbar, 

Mr, Irving, the Hon’ble Baboo Kali Nath Mitter, and 
instructions to submit their report on the 10th of January next, — 

‘The Hon’nix Mr. Invine said—Sir, I have no intention nu 
of the time of the Council, but I have great pleasure 
cordial approval of the main objects of the Bill) "i here 
a ape pete Be! ete must be 4 a cn 

stem © Cit ‘alcutta, if we are to derive fu 
schemes of inifrovement which have letely been intr 
if the general standard of health is to 
much to say that the good of 
Calouttn Municipality is to 





i ery 
i uae such ae = the city fe the 
t J are vi | lected the 
: ob prada the E; onan B fof, Health placed 
from Calcutta ‘under quarantine, and the loss and inconvenience 
» thus caused are no light matter, and have an important bear- 
only on the welfare of Osler, but on the trade and commerce 
‘ountry at large. Appreciating as I do to the full the necessity for such 
measure as the present, and a ving of the main features ‘of the Bill, I 
cannot now refrain from stating that there are certain important points in 
(think it will bear improvement. The constitution of the pi me 

thin 










=. 


unicipal body is a matter of the very greatest importance, and 
has clearly shown that'the smaller and more compact the Mu 
better it is for all working purposes, It seoms to me that Europe : 
and ians should have an equal voice with the Natives in the Mn 
Ci tengy of the city, and it is gratifying to know that the hon. member 
charge of the Bill so far »grees in this. 
It is also a question whether a Town Council within the Municipality 
will work as well ‘as a set of ial standing Committees having charge of the 
_various nts of municipal administration. ‘The latter plan is errtainly 
found to work well in England, and there is goud reason to believe that 
small Committees, dealing with special matters, will be able to do so with great 
: pe the sections of the Bill respecting sanitation, buildings, and bastis 
will all require very close attention, which they will no doubt receive in 
Committee. There ure certain important questions in connection with these 
sections which will have to he very carefully considered, but when this is duly 
done, the measure will I doubt not be one that will commend itself to all sec- 
tions of the cman 
‘The motion was ther: put to the vote and agreed to. 
‘The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 4th December next. 
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GENERAL DEPARTMENT-COLONIAL BMIGKATION. +f 
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RESOLUTION. J 
Reap— 


“ Se 
ort by the Protector of Emigrants on Emigration to British and Foreign 
Tho Reperionies during tho last nine months of 1885. ei 
The Protector’s report was not submitted until six weeks after the date on 
which it was due, and the delay has not been explained. Tho ey pe report 
was for the financial year 1884-85 ; but as it has now been decided that in 
dealing with Colonial Emigration the calendar oi shall be followed, the 
nt returns give the operations of nine months only, April to” December 
885; and in the comparison instituted by the Protector, only the corresponding 
nine months of the previous year have been considered. . 
2. Emigration was still regulated by Act VIL of 1871 during the year 
under review. Act XXI of 1883, which has now 
Ateiersl. taken its place, did not come into*force until the Ist 
April" 1886, owing to the necessity of framing rules on which the working of 
the Act depends, so as to bring them into harmony both with the provisions 
of the law, and with the views of the Colonial Governments, as represented b 
their accredited Agents in Calcutta. In August 1885. Conference was held, 
in which the Agents for all Colonies now receiving Indian emigrants fuk path, 
and most ofthe alterations suggested by the Conference were adopt by 
Government and finally incorporated in the rules. Dr. Grant should take special 
notice of the working of the new rules in his report for 1886. 
8. The year was marked by a striking falling off in the demand for 
: 5 Indian labourers. Of ten colonies which sent 
paceante ba: anigresion: requisitions in 1884-85, seven coased to do so alto- 
other during the year under report, namely, Jamaica, St. Lucia, Grenada, Natal, 
‘auritius, Surinam, and Guadeloupe; while of the three rema: , Demerara, 
Trinidad, and Fiji, the two former indented for a smaller num! , 
requisitions were.received for 6,430 coolies against 18,639 in 1884-85, and 
an average of 114,734 in the four preceding years The falling off is not 
“explained in the Protector’s report, but is understood to be due to the jini 
state of the sugar industry, in which the emigrants are mainly employed. In 
Jamaica it appears that the abandonment of the system is connected, also, with 
the introduction of representative legislation in the island, the importation 
under Government auspices of fans workmen being distasteful to a large 
art of the population, as reducing the prospect of the employment of the local 
bourers on remuncrative terms. The Lieutenant-Governor is glad to observe 
that in spite of the decline elsewhere there has been an increased demand for 
Indian labour in Fiji, for the proximity of these islands to Australia and New 
Zealand give them a special value as future fields for emigration, The great 
colonies beyond the Indian Ocean are somewhat nearer to this cot than 
are the other settlements to which coolies are taken ;.ordinary wages in that 
region are very high, and there is an amount of reclaimable land which 
suggests the possil lity of emigration at some future time on a scale large 
enough to give appreciable relief to the over-popplated districts of Be 
4, he cases in which it was found necessary to punish licensed reeruit- 
se aihttioe ers were not excessive in number, and the Lieute- ° 
oo 2 nant-Governor has no reason to doubt that, under the 
tem as at present administered, sufficient precautions are taken i 
fanger of ignorant persons being enlisted under false pretences. 0 
six were cancelled—two tor working in partnershipywith 
two for recruiting married women, one for init 
the registering officer to be minors, and one for it 
some of her children as those of another female recruit. 
collected 7,567 persons, an average of 241 to each 
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E ts of rogistration, the lar t number of 


as usual, in. the 24-Pergun- 
nahs (045); but Patna (918) and. Shahabad (830) 
closely in this respect to the metropolitan district. Benares 
and bad 1489) come next in order: and no other 
; registered as many as 400 emigrants. The North-Western Provinces 
c upplied the largest number of emigrants, but during the last. two 
| a I the list, and in the year under report 4,692 emi- 
grants were recruited in Bengal, while the North-Western Provinces only 
supplied 2,228. Dr. Grant attributes the change in great measure to coutinued 
dhernomnat foodin Bengal and Behar; Hut some iawanss should also be made for 
the natural tendency in the Emigration Agencies to.work the nearer and more 
ible districts fet, tosave the expense of going to a gteater distange to secure 
required. In a year in which so few coolies were needed, it eould 
rdly have been necessary to regruit as actively as formerly in the North-West. 
It classification be made according to the native districts of the recraits, 
it will-appear that Gyg sent the largest number, 980, Shahabad 879; Patna 684, 
Monghyr 341, and Ghazipur, in the North-Western Provinces, 338. These five 
districtsform 9 compact tract, thickly populated by a fine and enterprising 
race, and may.be looked upon as the most promising recruiting ground in 
Hindustan. Of districts in the North-Western Provinces, Ghazipore, with 838, 
stands first, As regards possible competition between recruiters for the colonies 
and the labour-districts of Assam, Dr. Grant remarks— 
» \ From a consideration of the facts that recruitment for the colonies was most aetive in 
Sea ea Hebe duting those five months—June to October—whon recruitment for'the 
‘tea districts was least active ; that it began to doorease rapidly in November when reoruite 
‘ment for the toa districts b to increase; that the class of coolics (chiefly Beharis) 
collected for the odlontes ‘differed from the class (chiefly Bongalis) collected for the tan 
districts, it would appear that competition between colonial and inland recruiters must have 
“been comparatively trifling.” 
~ 6. Seven thousand four hundred and Sgtiaes out of the 7,567 persons 
Depts. recruited were admitted into dep6t. Of the 
casualties acgounting for this decrease, 119 were 
desertions, an unusually large proportion; and there were 337 more desertions 
after arrival at the depOt, a percentage of 4:13 to 2°58 in the pire | 
‘period of the previous year. ‘Ihe Protector attributes this to the desire to 
emigrate being less strong than in the previous year, and to the greater number 
of rejections, the intimate companions of those rejected being disposed to desert. 
jo umber rejected by the agencies as unfit was 1,126, or 13-80 per cent. of 
the whole, against 11°70 per cent. in the previous year. Dr, Grant suggests 
‘that sickness leading to increased rejections was more prevalent than in the 
ated year: but.as the mortality was less, it is probabie that the Agents were 
more 'y to refuse doubtful cases, being able to sclect with greater strictness 
the small number required. The health of the emigrants was good on the whole, 
the general ay e mortality being below the usual figures; but the disease 
recently as cerebro-spinal fever appeared with fatal results in the 
Demerara depdt. The following remarks of the Offici: ting Modical Inspector 
n the subject are quoted by the Protector :— 
‘his disease has recently been recognised as occurring throughout India in a non- 
am oe usually,been Jookea upon as remittent fever of bad type with cerebral 
3 fem exiauinitions, which can rarely be performed except in jails, have 
oondlusively that thie. disoase, cerebrospinal fevor, is widely spread throughout. the 


ooours ‘both in the hot and rainy season, and in the cold dry weather, both in 
}ana Upper India?’ 


‘Considering that Bengal and Behar, ihe mancipal source 

y of labour was drawn, were even more unhealthy during the 

f 1885 than during the corresponding nine months of the pre- 

hat the increaséd sickness and mortality in these provinces, 

the last six months of 1885, was due chiefly to fever} the 

, Aaerys from this disoasctin the depdts is traceable 
isso Dt 
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generally throughout the Lower Pro- 
















Including the balance of the ; 

t “for various reasons by thé agencies. ‘The number even 
despatched was 5,884, or 72:13 per cent. of the whole” siittiber rec 
The average period of detention was longest in the Fiji_depot, 89) 
The Protector explains this by referring to two enses in which illness 
fittited & stay of 130 days. But even excluding these two cases, the average 
eriod during which the rest of the persons who actually embarked for Fiji were 
Simon was 38°6 days. The Emigration Agent for Fiji should be requested 
to furnish the Protector with further inforriation on this head. ‘The sanitary 
eondition of the depdts is réported to have been satisfactory’ throughout the 


ear. 
“4 7. Of the 5,884 emigrants who bai § embarked for the colonies, 3,502 
were men, 1,560 women, and 822 children. Four 
Oubeanl pysEe hundred and eighteen of both’ sexes and all ages 
were ‘“returi emigrants,” the majoriti Beng come back to India from 
Demerara, Trinidad, and Surinam. ‘he rule regulating the proportion of 
women to men in each shipment was fully complied with, and it issatis- 
factory to ‘note thatthe Demerara Agency was able to forward 149 women 
over and above the prescribed number. The aggregate mortality on the 
voyages was 109—a percentage of 1:85 on the whole number embarked.» ‘On 
five of the ten ships the death-rate was below 1 per cent., but the total average 
was raised by rates of 4°25 and 2-60 on board two vessels for Demerara, due to 
the prevalence of fever of the cerebro-spinal type during the early part of the 
voyage, and by a considerable mortality among infants end young children ih 
two other cases. The Protector has already been requested to hold a special 
médica] enquiry into the eases of cerebro-spinal fever reported on the outward 
voyages. 
! 8 Four thousand two hundred and thirty-three emigrants re-embarked 
from the colonies for India during the periodunder | 
Return emigrants, review, bringing with them the considerable sum of 
Rs, 4,67,6' 5-6-9, an average of Ks. 111-011 per 
head. 5,884 emigrants having embarked during the year, and 4.077 (exeluding 
deaths on the voyage) having returned, the net result of the nine months’ opera- 
tions was that emigration from the Port of Calcutta reduced the population of 
India by only 1,807. Those returning from Demerara brought most money— 
their savings averaging Rs. 251-9-11 each, while the Mauritius emigrants returned 
with only Be 42-10-2 ench—an amount far below the average of the last few 
years. The Protector notices a clerival error in his annual report of the 
previous year. The true aggregate amount of savings brought from the 
French colony of Guadcloupe in 1884-85 was Rs. #1,332, giving an average 
of Rs, 78 to each returning emigrant, not Re, 0-12-6 as erroneously entered. 
The death-rate on the return voyages, as usual, ranged higher than on outward 
voyages, and on board the Neva, bringing emigrants back from Guadelou: e 
mortality reached so high a figure as 9:87 per cent. of the whole number on. 
board. ‘The mortality on the two previous return voyages from Guadeloupe was 
also excessive, and the explanation given, the feeble health of many of the — 
peeengers, soems to indicate that the country is not one in which Indian coolies 
thrive. 2 so 
9. An important and burdensome part of the Protector’s dutiestis the tracing — 
ie ts, Of heirs to the vacant estates of emigrants dying in 
Property of desoased emigrants, the colonies. Of a total amount of Ks, 16,877-11-8, 
Rs, 6,187-13-3 is reported to have been “paid, or to be in course of payment, 
and for Rs. 1,590-5-9 no heirs can be found, and the remainder (Ks 8.649-5-8 ; is 
under enquiry. Considering the difficulties placed in the way of investi- 
gations by the prevalence among emigrants of the custom of giving false 
particulars of names and residence on leaving India, these results are fairly — 


Dr. Grant performed his duty as Protector of Emigrants. very aaa as 
during the year. a 
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to note respecting the meteorology of the past weck. ‘The diffused 
which» prevailed after, the breaking up of the storm of the previous week passed. 
a a showers fell on that day in Orissa, South-West and Kast 
aud most general in the Bancoorah district, which received aa average of one-third 
. ‘The conditions established on Suhday (the 28th) were those that accompany fine, 
weather during the north-east monsoon period. During the remainder of the 
northerly winds prevailed throughout the province. The temperature and 
: idity of the air decreased rapidly, and at the end of the week were generally slightly 
below the average. Fine clear weather with moderate north-casterly winds obtained over 
the whole of the Bay during the week, excepting the extreme south, where weather has 
been slightly disturbea. _ : 
oy ‘the barometer has oscillated slowly and within narrow limits during the week. The 
mean pressure of the week was slightly in excess at Dacca, normal at Hazaribagh, and from ° 
+ 101% to 02" below the normal at other stations, 
Mecgocstare, more especially the night temperature, was unusually high at the com- 
“mencement:of the week. The change in the weather ou the 28th was followed by a1 : 
reduction of the night témperature, more rapid than usual in Dedember, The fall in the | 
minimum temperature between the 27th and the 8rd varied from 10° to 15° at the great 
majority of stations. The minimum day oe also fell, but to a much less extent, 
from 2° to 4°. The mean temperature of the week was generally above the a 
amounts ranging from ‘7° in South-West Bengal to 1'8° in Orissa. The minimum tem~- 
re wag slightly more above the normal than the maximum. The following table gives 
ita for eight representative stations in different parts of the province :-— 
Lable for comparison of the actual and normal average temperatures 
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As already remarked, some ic showers occurred on the, 27th in a few 
| districts or Orissa, South-West Bengal, and Hust Bengal, The amount) was practically nil, 
ae ieaetn mthe Baykoora district, which reveived an aversge of 33 inch, Novemberis 
f lly the driest month of the year im Bengal, the average rainfall of the month 
“varely exceeding a tenth of an inch + 
" he summary of the temperature und rainfall data of each 
| divisions of tie province for the week ending Friday, the 3rd 
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+ The lowest temperature in the month 
The range of vemperature during the month 
“The mean daily range of temperature 
| ‘The groatest range of temperature in one day 


| The mean humidity of the month... 
© The average humidity of Noveuber from 24 yeurs? registers... 











‘The mean vapour tension of the month 0-688, eee a 
‘The average vapour teusion of November from 9 year? registers 0-616, y 
‘The mean cloud proportion of the month 264 i \ HY 
‘The average cloud proportion of November from years? registers 252 || oe 
fhe Yosa) rainfall of the mouth Nie : 







athe ‘total rainfall indieated by a Beckley’s self registering rain- 
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below the minimum a aaa: ot a wt 
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e e number of hours with winds from each of the 8 points— 


ON, 891, NE. 112, E. 72, SE, 24, 8. 6, SW, 1, W. 28 Nw. 











pig froma Ooaarvatory from 








Broxommrx. 

























Z\4 d 
a i ; a |frrevailing diveation, H 
18 lg 3 , 
Prec igtal? 2 
i] a lo ls =} 
olo © | O |tne. 
nt] 798) 14) et] 650 [0803 ) 618) 73 NandN byw ..] OB Ni Partinily clowty, 
® a oh | 
688) 791) 17-9) a12) Cr8| 400] G60 67 |NandNbyW | “D9 fi 


679) 790. 190 G00! 613) 479) S74 70 Nby W and NNW) 80 




















































607 | 7YO| 20-7 | 58:9} 005 | 450] 660) 70 NNWandW | 68 
668| 74) 211 | 503| Goo | 462] 568 74) W nnd N wel) 87 
O84 | 776) 20-8 568 | 609) 468 568 77 NaniNNW | a0| 
‘ | 
| 038) 770) 198) 678) ors | 481) 573) 74 NandNoyk | gt) ail 
| | 
i 





‘The mean pressure of the seven dave 
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extreme variation of temperature 
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Hof rain trom 28th November to 4th December 1886 0 
of the correspouding period for 24 years, 8. G.’s Office... 
1m Ist January to 4th December 1886 ? 

PRG Costeauen Ging period for 24 years, 8. G.’s Office | a 
= hi De beer ie the traces of the Rico aud Thor sea 
nh temperatures ure obtained from self-reeistoriug thermometer All 

the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed ‘and verified ate . 
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Hewny F.Buanrorn, 
; Metevrological Reporter to the Gort. apie 
Mergoronoaicar Orricr, Ixpra ; | 

Calcutta, the 6th December 1886. bonne 























Results of the Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteorological Office, é Pita 
Chowringhee, from 28th November to 4th December 1886. b. 
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‘Tne mean temperature of the seven days 
‘The extreme variation of temperature 
‘The waximum vemperarure oe eS tes we 






‘Lhe mean relauve humidity or ~ os 
‘Phe total fall of rain trom 28th November to 4th December 1886 

Tie mean temperature and humidity are obtained by applying vw tnemean of 
inimum readings at beeppecuiNa dent on the range, and derived from the 
the |  Surveyor-General’s Office, Chowringhee, in past years. 


“Mrreoxouosica, Ornex, Invia; 































i) registered, Curia the weok onding 13th 
Oe ee eis 
, - kg 
ent an {he Senta of het Ke =e 
‘he births and deaths of the week in question, 


Ratio por 
utter 


vw 1679 | 








Pat 
Bhagulpore 
Moms fferpore 
Suburbs of Calcutta 
Comiliah 





Midnapore fe - 
resent the rates of mortality from the principal diseases 
the weak under review, contrasted with similar information for the 

















i 
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~ indicating that there was an enhancement of mortality from cholera and fever, markedly 
from the former, with a decrease in that from the unspecified maladies recorded under the 
head of “ Other causes.’ 

i Of the diseases mentioned in the foregoing table, cholora, fever, bowel-complaints, ’ 
and the maladies grouped under the head of Other causes,” are reported to have been 
conspicuously fatal in the following Municipalities :-— 

Ohitera. Fever. Bowel-complaints. Other causes. 
; Ser 
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Total South-Western Circle 12,407 6 6 98,602 3 38 16,150 7 0 97,721 7 6 
pea Mabie ee — ie 
2,219 0 3| 11,230 1 9 1,65112 0| 12,426 5-9 
ditto 2,221 12 0| 10,584 10 7 1,300 14 9 8225 8 1 
ait 540 10 0 4,284 151 274 8 3,204 12 6} - 
Total Sone Circle... 4981 6 3) 26,099 11 5 3879 15 0) 23,946 10 4 | 
Guano Torat ve | © 21488 5 11] 147,543 14 0] 22,490 6 7 | 1A7,044 LL 5 2 
ea : 
} . GOVERNMENT TRANSPORT SERVICE. a a " 
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— - — = iegeeibionier ill 
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No. | Mds.} Rs. ar. | No. | Mds.| Hs, | No. |Mds Bak me 
6,12 | 1170} 6,416 8 4 |1,087 | 2671 /1,167 194 |7,090 | 22,0261 a801 2 
sie faBave) oie 8 4 |1,087 |2,e71 |1167 19 4 (7,099) BacR6) 9.901 # & 
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\ TOTAL NAVIGATION RECEIPTS, 
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EARNINGS, 1885.85, 
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6.127 18.11 | 84,677 12-0 
9,842 12 0| 69,742 0 6 
6,07 11.0] 8140, 92.943 






R776 8 0 

= 
24,634 7 11 
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Total tolls 
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Number of | Catching 
Paswengers. | receipts, 





SDL 0 10 |1,00,09,206 3 
307811 |Ne0A AD 





290,28) |*3,04,800 910 | 24,380,980 10 E M4011 6! 980,019 2 
200 14 ween wae 000 12 
4,442,677 | 50,83,818 19 9 | 4,85,83,554 20 |1,21,14,402 12 0) 404,659 9 6 1.76,08070 3 


© The coaching Nyures for the corresponding poriod of 1885 ineiude trafic Oa east of Nonepar fwd aang of ‘roo a 


k aa Statement of gross roms the East Indian Railway. prepared in accordance with Publio Worke Department.» 


far No. XT, Hailway, dated vind July 1888 
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‘Rucurrs Yo Recurrry yon wa, qa 
auton TNOvANDaH 1685, wororna Tem Novswnns 168g, | APRIL 863 orm Novewaan | Aruis 1896 To 37xut No 





Eile lanteare | Reco nis ie out ron | wily [ites 
| mite fant 
worked. PM | worked worked, dwar 





Re Bs Be Ba, 





oo | ois] 8,88.458 | ova | 1,018) 3,04,62.901 | 0,000] ais | — 2,97,02,001 | 19,000 





PATNA.GYA STATE RAILWAY. 
» Approximate Return of Traffic for wook ended 27th November 1886, on 57} miles open. 
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*) Other earnings 


‘eathovated) | Total earnings, 
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"gross receipts of the Sia, dpe ee ur State Railway, poeparee in accordance with Publio oe 


















































Cireular No. XXL, Railway, dated 23rd July 1883. 
a 
Rycarers vox wane axpie | TorAtzRcHte rox ier | Torar.xxcxgeas Peow ist 
ess, | Tarra ‘Novemmun 1880. ANoviewoae 1656. ‘Sorina 18800 
‘Total ‘Total 
rm increase in | decroase in 
ooh | RMR: | oth wk awaroren M,| 
= worked, | worked, |  |worked, worked.) ? jon “ 
Rs, Be, o ‘Ra, 
oe ty 80,292 tte Rn 0,007 ‘¢,500 o 
a a 
SINDIA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approrimate Return of Traffic for week ended 27th November 1886, on TAS miles open. 
es avn Fa are 











Menouanpten Ax Mineeax 
‘Dearvic, 


(Othor oareings 
(estimated). 








Noiene | maci 


‘Tint 
earnings. 






‘Taarere Taare e* won 








Mas. «, 
108.510 0 


Be a, 


4833.1 0 
Carey 


fase 2 0 
sey.905 3 9) 


Re a, 
106 0 
1 








o 
8 
| 16,30,899 10 140 5 9 


CEL 





mires 20] 280 90 
ro or 8 
1T,87,740 30 ‘62001 11 0 


usa 
180 
1.897 13 











ie Sanat, State Ri redl i 
seebaeras with Publio Works 

















Re AP, 
8157 30 
wy 010 









1,883,210 7 6 






a 68 
tio 3 9 
Init 68 









aun} aon 86 ams 0) 1m 3 0 
201810] sae aan 
shor | «£7091 0) Bay oO " 
— ~L 





; 
fo Statement of ‘s of the Larkeswar Branch Railway, aectrdanee with 
freee rect ialar Hoe LEE Beltway, een ard July 1888. 
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INDIAN MIDLAND RAILWAY. 


dperseinets he Return of Traffic for week ended 27th Noveniber Beara 42 miles 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
e Approvimate Statemont of gross receipts of the astern Bengal State Railway, 
—————— = = — == ——— 
Jp, aay a ToTaL Rucerrts yRoM IsT TOTAT. REQRIPTs PROM IST 
iar wa ome aioe * 
gers fon ane BDI | BO oa peg ee 
‘Total incroase | Total decreas 
iced aon | 2, tel atennn| A, | na Oo ee bene 
a | ie tian] cert | ani Ll oe coin torts] 8 ce, 
Rs. Ra. Ra. Re, Re. Re. 
pa ee 3s | 238 2s.gosoa | 1107] 28 Saa1218 | La ret 620,200 
* Audited up to weok ending ‘loth October 1586, 
BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 
Approvimate Return of Traffic for week ended th November 1886, on }26 mites open, 
ti 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
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* Audited un to wenk ending 16th October 1586, 
4 Includes Rs, 391 for runt und unpaid waxos, 









FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of gross revvipts of the Dacca Stato Railway. | * 
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* Audited up to wook ending 1th Ostobor 1886, * 
e NALHATI STATE RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Trafic for week ended 27th Novomber 1886, on 27} miles open. 
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i” FINANCIAL YEAR.’ 
mat Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Tirhoot State Railway, 
pe ae é —— 3 
Ruiaaca ae | mae nae 
[en 
TT Noro Racgrge soe: 1336. APRIL 1885 Et ‘NOVEMMER | APRIL 1880 ae Nova 
‘inereaso | ‘Total decrasse 
“| in 1886, 
er |e | asin. | 2ie falta semi | 246 la] nanos | | a 
| aa enna 2 
ji feties) esta |, ot | tae | | oa ca. | | 
Be Re. Rs Re | Ra. Re, Be, Ba, Rs, 
am | wo 91,851 a | we senoe | 3053] 240 | 10,07,000 | 4000] — 9,s1,440 ea 





KAUNIA AND DHARLLA STATE RAILWay. 


Approximate Return of Trafic for weok onded 271h November 1886, on 37 miles open, 
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* Audited up to woek ending Léth October 1886, 
FINANCIAL YEAR. 
| Statement of eross receipts of the Kaunia ant Dhartla State Railway, 
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FINANCIAL YRAR. 


Approximate Statement of ia receiprs of the Northern Bengal State Sate) 
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* Audited up to week ending 16th October 1866. 
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ay 1847, and a special Act of the Legislattire, “Act XV of 1847) was 
for the porpose. this survey, which swag entengiad to Me i 


neer, was only a topographical survey, and showed no particulars of the. boun- 


daries of tenures and holdings, or of the names of the persons responsible for 
vevenue. It was afterwards supplemented in 1851 by enquiries conducted 
Mr. Heysham,’ Deputy Collector, who demarcated the boundaries of hol 
and prepared a series of the owners, the areas, and the rentals. Darin 
thirty-five years which have Bince elapsed many changes have occurred,and the 
features both of the topographical and of the revenue survey have to a large 
extent been effaced. Many holdings have been sub-divided :° numerous 
of land haye been taken up for public purposes—by the Government, by the 
Municipality, and by the Port Commissioners: new streets and squares have 
been laid out : in fact, to those who can remember (as I can remember) what 
Calcutta was like thirty years ago, it is hardly necessary to say that the work 
of Mr. Simms and Mr, Hovaiags has practically become obsolete, and that a new 
survey is required. ‘gener survey law (Act V of 1875) has since been 
passed by this Council for bengal, but the legal advisers of Government are of 
opinion ‘that this Act is not applicable to the survey of such an ayea as 
Calcutta, and the Government has therefore determined to follow the prece- 
dent established in 1547, and to apply to the “Legislature for the ne 
powers. The Bill has already been drafted, and, if leave is now given, I hope 
to be able to introduce it at the next meeting of the Council: Te 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


REGULATION OF THE RURAL POLICE IN CHOTA NAGPORE. 

The Hon. Mr. Aten said—he motion which stands against my name 
is to introduce a Bill to regulate the rural police in the Chota Nagpore Diyi- 
sion, The existing law under which the police are paid is Act VILL(B.C.) of 
1878, but it has been found in practice that the state of things assumed by 
this Act has no existence in fact. By this Act provision was made that the 
pay of the police should be raised through the village headman ; but it is said — 
that asa fact there is no such person generally throughout Chota Nagpore, 
and, as a consequence, in order to turn the corner of the law, a paid agency 
being necessary, these fehsildars or agents have been appointed: assistants to 
the headman. “In this way, and through means of the penal clauses of the Agt, 
some sort of police has been maintained ; but the violence done to the exist- 
ing law by this arrangement has at last called for redress, and the Bill which’ 
has been given to me in charge is intended simply to so alter the law that it - 
shall pent nl to the actual state of things throughout the districts of Chota — 
Nagpore. The only important particular in which the law is changed is with 
reference to the system of legalizing the tehsildars; the other amendments 
which are embodied in the Bill are unimportant. The papers have reached 
my hands so late that I am unable to say anything more on the necessity or 
the natureof the Bill; but if x peratadion is given, when the Bill is introduced 
into Council, 1 shall go more fully into the details of the measure; ~ veel 

The motion was put and agreed to. 4 é Sule ms 


, CHITTAGONG PORT TRUST, «°~ 
The Hon. Mr. Reyyoups, in the absence of the Hox. Mri \ULAY, 
for leave to introduce a Bill to Sppoint Commissioners for the Po 
ng. He said—The Council, I-believe, are aware that this is 
e; the rapid development which the trade of Chittagong has un 
recent years—a development which has affected. only the. 
but also the direct trade with the United Kingdor 3 
rts of India. The.finances of the Port have hithe 
i the ordinary loral officers, but the time appears to. 
in the opinion of Government, the growing magnitude 
the importance of the interests concerned, require that the 
the Port should be placed under a Port Trust of the same 
Caleutta and the other ports of India, It is 
Port Trust. partly elective. e number of sissio 
‘nine, of whom six will be nominated by t] 
others elected by those firms which are 


a 


. 



























and if leave is given it will be introduced at the next 
President ad omer add that there isa general concur- 
locally that some steps should be taken to promote the objects 
ly on account of the growing importance of the port, the 
evelopment of the trade of the place, and partly from the possibility 
i in a few years Chittogong will be connected with the railway system of 
_ Eastern Bengal; and still further the, I hope, not distant prospect that Chitta- 
os will be connected also with Comilla and Sylhet, and the north-eastern 
front jer ‘ince of Assam. , The facts which have most directly brought to the 
the Government the necessity of establishing a “Port ‘Trust in 
ng are as follow. There have been constant demands made upon the 
: it for the supply of all kinds of appliances for tho port—dredge 
jetties, steam-tugs, and the means of supplymg water to the shipping, an 
‘various other thinge were brought under our consideration, and which, in the 
present state of ihe finances, we were unable to supply. Thereby the question 
arose whether the establishment of a Port Trust would not enable them 
locally, by borrowing money on the credit of the port-dues, like any other 
_ Port’ Trust, to raise the revenue nih sual ten to carry out ache 
v essary improvements at Chittagong. 0 that on ever: ‘ound— 
H nel tie und of rasan which have been locally made thet pee such 
oh re should be introduced, and the necessity of spending a good deal more 
"money in the improvement of the port than the Government are able to 
ly, and also the fact that Chittagong is coming within reach of the railway 
: which aro being established throughout the province—a measure 
) this seems to be urgently demanded. We have desired to adopt some 
erie of election in the appointment of members of the Port Trust; but 
» although there are several European and many native mercantile firms estab- 
lished in’-Chittagong, there is no such thing as a Chamber of Commerce; and 
the difficulty will be how to arrango that the elective principle as regards 
tile interests should be applied. However, when the Bili comes into 

: Select Committee, that difficulty wih, LT hope, be overcome, 
“the motion was put and agreed to. 



























The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 11th instant, at 11 a.m. 





Caloutta, “the 10th December 188 
a RESOLUTION, 


The license tax in Bengal was, as heretofore; levied under J 
1880. Outof a total number of 248,134 vill in the pro 
found to contain assesses, and 26, 239 vil includi 
were visited by the assessing officers against 25,619 in the 
Only 1,810 villages are said to have been speciall. 

ier executive staff against 2,677 in 1881-53 ; big as di 
Fiisional officers eoquenhiy. keep no record of the numba 
which enquiries are made during their cold weather tours, 
only a part of the work done, 

2. After exclusion of double entries, and npn aes 
‘lists by Collectors, the number of persons assessed was 75, 
5,215 were exempted on objection and 299 on appeal, leaving. 
on thé list of assessees on the 30th June as com 
1884-85. This, however, is not a fair comparison, for the out 
on the 80th June 1885 was Rs. 10,223, and of this the great 
be remitted, the number of persons finally assessed in 1884-+ 
to 69,530. ‘he following table shows the number of 
in-eachrof the last two years :— 


‘These figures 
will eventuall: 
_ on the 30th June 1886, 
completed. “The population of bo bei 
a baa gy, and the average inci 
‘he incidanee was highest in Caleutta 
3. 3. The arabatts of ok objections ‘edaee was Le 
the gross number of assessments mad. 
being 25-4. In 11,258 cases the : 
were modified by the transfer 
eases the assessments were cancelled. 
© eighth year of the administration of 
on the 30th June was 9 Recgeares 
dations to Commiss 
















in, reduction in the cost of or t Tn 1878-79 the charges 
tare 's. 884,069 ; in 1879-80, Rs. 1,47,785 ; in 1880-81, Rs. 1,02,604 4 
in 1881-82, Rs, 83,034; in 1882-83, Rs. 89,871; in 1883-84, Rs. (91,249 ; 
in 1884-85, Rs, $7,159 ; and in 1885-86, Rs. 85,182. 

» 10, Accogding to the figures of the last census, the proportion of assessees 
was— 


1 inevery 78 «in 1878-79, 
1 in every 480 in 1879-80, 
1 in evory 921 in 1880-81. 
1 in every 965 in 1881-82, 
1 in every 951 vee in 1882-83, 
1 in every 932 - in 1883-84. 
1 in every 946 ses In 1884-85, 
“1 inevery 951 «in 1885.86. 





It isa common remark that Bengal pays much less in proportion to its 
‘population than the other provinces of India. This impression is not altogether 
me out by the facts. In 1884-43 every hundred persons in Bengal paid 
Rs. 2:15 in the shape of license tax, while an equal number of persons paid 
Rs. 2:42 in the tral Provinces, Rs, 2°53 in the Punjab, Rs. 2°75 in the 
North-Western Provinces, Rs, 1:38 in Madras, and Rs. 7°63 in Bombay. Bengal 
ranks lower than might have been expected; but an inspection of these figures 
ints to the conclusion that it is the conditions of Bombay, rather than those of 
al, that are exceptional. 

i. . It remains to notice the attitude of the people towards the license tax. 
Since the amendment of the law in 1880, which exempted from liability all 
incomes less than Rs. 500 per annum, the tax has affected only a small fraction 
of the people. ‘Those who had to pay it had little difficulty after the first year 
in ascertaining the extent of their legal liability, and came to look upon it as an 
inseparable item of expenditure, on account of their trade or business. The 
great mass of the people, however, felt no concern about it, and probably were 
not aware even of its existence. Practically such discontent as existed was con- 
fined to the sufferers from individual instances of carelessness or misconduct on 
‘the part of the assessing or collecting staff, and to districts where the minds of 
the people had been disturbed by the fluctuations in the poliey pursued by the 
officers in charge of the administration. The experience acquired by the 
assessing agency enabled them to make fairer valuations in later years, while 
the supervision of the superior officers tended greatly to reduce the 

connected with te assessment and realization of a direct tax. 

12, The names of the officers specially mentioned by the Board for their 


_ services in connection with the license tax operations during 1885-46 will be © 


~ noted in the Appointment Department. The Lieutenant-Governor desires to 
- convey his thanks to the Board for their efficient administration of this branch 
_ of the revenue. ‘ 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
COLMAN MACAULAY, 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


















Endorsed by the Government of India, Department of Tinsues ag Cosine 


Cory of the following forwarded to the Government Bengal, with a request that 
ar be communicated to Gollector of Customs, and their substance pcre 
‘general information. 

Reap the following :— ‘s 


No, 37, dated 19th October 1886, 


From—The Consul General for the Ottoman ae 
To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 


‘Warn reference to a communication received from the Imperial Ottoman bidity at 
London, I have the houour to state that as the Roumanian Govern , Coni 
interest of the Turkish Government, has increased the duties on the articles 
ornity from the Ottoman dominions, the Government. of Sublime Porte have 

‘ake a similar increase, from the 21st of Jaunary 1486, in duty on the articles 

irae aceompanying list, imported inte Ottoman dominions from Roumania. 

Lam therefore desired to request that the Government of this countey will, be “kind 

to instruct the authorities concerned to require the parties se1 those article: 
from this country to any Turkish port to get their manifests verified in 1 
Jates, in order that those articles may not be taken as exported from 
thts no Turkish Oonenlete, the Customs authorities may be instructed to such 
manifests. In case of there being no such verification on the manifests, the ‘Will be 
considered as exported from Roumanian ports. 
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‘pet cont, more. ree, 
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+ | Per cubic metre 
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Tt mast be borne in mind that the system under whieh the above figures, 
except those showing “ Net collections” and ‘ Balances ” are produced, is some- 
what complicated. It is a system of double entry under which transfers from 
one grade to another are effected by exhibiting the full amount in one grade 
8 assessed and’ remitted, and in the other as assessed. Such assessments 
“thus appear twice over, and swell the apparent demand. ‘there wus again 
a fallmg off in the net collections, which the Board ascribe to the general 
depression in trade and to revision of original assessments. She net receipts 
on the tax fell off* in 22 districts, and increased in the remainder. The dis- 
tricts which showed a large percentage of decrease are— 


















Cellectionsin Calleetions in Deer sent 
Tasso. aoa, sea” Peiteraate 





Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Maldah ... + 20,048 174l4 2,684 sl 
Prebhoon, 9,150 Bie 1,028 112 
hay 43.836 0,068 3,768 8b 
dd oe 84.858 82.126 2732 78 
Daca. 47,504 44.216 3,348 703 
18,988 17,678 1,305 6s 


‘The decrease in Maldah is ascribed to the reduced circumstances of the 

‘1 brat about. by the floods of last year, following upon a sucuession 
haryests.. The general depression of trade, aggravated more or less by 
circumstances, is alleged as the cause of the decrease in Beerbhoom, 
thly, and Dacea ; while the falling off in Monghyr is attributed to faulty 
In Mozuferpore the failure of some banking’ firms, coupled 
tructive fires and scanty harvests, affected for the worse the economic 
Hee of the people, and many petty dealers and money-lenders closed 


Yee i ie iacceticagrensc in the collections occurred in— 
















‘Collections in Collections in Increase in Peroontage of 
1881-85, 1885-88, 19M 8, inoremee, 
Rs. Re. Rs. 
be 5 17,285, 18,970 4,735 
Me. 84,290 87.570 38.280 


et “groan 29,633 2,593 
teieeiat. = 4 790 15,850 1,060 
is 17,200 18,830 1,130 


Ayes ae Gya, and Nuddea the increase is due to 
~ ‘The inereasé in Burdwan is unexplained 
issions and refunds, after eliminating double entries, 
7,820, or ¥2°6 per cent. of the total demand, as compared 
or 9°6 per cent. in the previous year. This result is 
explanations given appear to be hardly suflicient, 
nor entertains serious doubts. whether in some 
been inted without sufficient cause to the 
the ‘ balance on 30th June 1ss6 











7. The license tax has, from the beginning of the current y 
by the income tax, and the i ¢ transactions are 1 board’ 
present report is the last of the operation of the former impost. The license tax 
mn its t form was the outcome of Sir John Strachey’s schome of famine 
finance. This scheme proposed to improve the financial position of the Empire 
to the extent of two crores of rupees a year, of which 50 lakhs were to be regai 
ag a normal working balance, while 150 lakhs were to be devoted to famine 
insurance, being expended either on actual relief, on reduction of debt, or ~ 
on the construction of remunerative works calculated to prevent or mitigate 
the severity of the famine. Part of this sam it was proposed to provide by 
new taxation (¢.¢., by the license tax), the remainder being obtained by throwing 
additional charges on the Provincial Governments. 
8. The year 1878.79 was the first year of the operation of the License 
Tax Act 1(B.C.) of 1878, This Act imposed a ant, on all trades, dealings, 
and industries, the profits of which were not less than Rs. 100 a year. The 
minimum taxable income was, however, raised in 1879-50 to Rs, 350, and in 
the following year was further raised to Rs. 500 under the ee Act II 
(B.C,) of 1880. ‘This measnre, which sae from taxation 66,567 of 
the poorest class of assesses, and relieved from harassment a still larger number 
of persons with incomes slightly below the former minimum, did much to allay 
the discontent with which the tax was, as a direct tax, necessarily received. 
The Act of 1880 further assimilated the law for Caleutta and the districts in 
the interior; absolved the assossees from the liability to take out more 
than one license, however many places of business they might have; exempted 
municipal bodies from the performance of license tax work ; ted the right 
of reference to the Commissioner by a person aggrieved by the order of the 
Collector in cases of objection and appeal ; and imposed the obligation on the 
license tax authorities to serve notices on assessees of all classes, The alter- 
ation in the minimum taxable income necessitated a complete revision of the 
assessment lists of the lowest class; and as the assessments in the higher 
grades also required careful scrutiny, a complete assessment of the province 
was undertaken in 1880. ‘This assessment has formed the basis of the adminis- 
tration of the tax since then, though the lists for each district have of course 
been carefully revised in each year. 

9. In the first few years of the administration of the tax, the collections 
were disproportionately small compared with the gross demand, the 

bemg 44:0 in 1878-79, 61-7 in 1879-80, and 554 in 18} 
‘This result could searcely have been avoided in the initiation of so large 
difficult an undertaking without a specially trained staff, and without 
assistance of the anent revenue establishments which did so much te 
facilitate the work in the North-Western Provinees and other tem; 
settled provinces. The assessing officers not being allowed to make 
precise enquiry into income, were compelled to settle on general 
the classes in which the assessees should in the first instance be pla 
leaving them to object if so advised. The disparity’ was further due to the 
wunt of adequate supervision by District Collectors. In the commencement 
the circle officers were left too much to their ov’n resources, and itis certain that — 
whether from pressure of other business or from trusting to the possibility of 
correcting errors at a later stage of proceedings, many Oollectors failed t 
ive sufficient time and attention to the guidance of cirele officers in 

the original assessments, and much angie ares thereby occasioned at 
sequent stage of the work. Gradually the proportion which the amount 
bore to the gross demand became more satisfactory. The followi 


show the total receipts from license tax from 1878-79 to 1s85-86:- 
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METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL ieee 
BENGAL FOR THE MONTH OF NO} 
Normat ravteorological conditions. of the month.—The normal 
ology of the month of November are simple. North-east winds blow 
neh of Bay. These are the continuation of the feeble northerly land 
‘These latter winds are dry, continental winds, and during thei 
November, skies are clear, the temperature decreases steadily and rapidly, d 
- taking place chiefly in the night temperature. ‘The normal weather is, however, li 
be interrupted by two kinds of disturbances, The first originate in the south of the 
Bay, from which the south-west monsoon current does not retreat usually until the — 
~ beginning or middle of December, and therefore continues to bring up suppli aqueous 
vapour to the Bay. If this be discharged as rain in the Bay, it may,under » 
conditions, give rise to rain. squalls and stormy weather over a ‘ion of the Bay. If 
this action becomes intensified and concentrated or localized, the stormy daeigal 
develops into a large cyclonic disturbance. These, in jonth of November, are 
generated in the south +f the » and march we! js or north-westwards to the 
Madras coast. These cyclones modify the weather over the whole of the ef the 
adjacent coast districts. “In Bengal the dry land winds are replaced by sea wil 


raf 


over the. onter area of disturbance. The humidity and temperature of the air increase 


rapidly, the sky beoomes more or less clouded, and rain in moderate amounts occasionally 
falls, chiefly in the most southerly districts of Hast Bengal (during the carlior stages ef the 
cyclonic march) and Orissa, when the cyclone is approaching the Madras coast. 

The second disturbing element in the weather of November arises from the formation 
and eastward march of land depressions generated usually in Upper Ivdia. It isto this class 
of depression that the cold weather rains of Northern India, and much ef the snowfall of the 
Himal: in due, They very seldom occur in November, The majority of these depressions 
appea orm in the Panjab and drift eastwards into the Nortn-West Provinces, and the 

fentra) Provinces or Behar, where they usually fill up; but they occasionally advance through 
Bengal, causing the formation of cloud for some days and giving light rain. j ‘ 

‘Hence, so far ss rainfall in Northern India is concerned, the month of November is a 
month of transition, Previously, rainfall is given by the moisture current of the south-west 
monsoon, and afterwards, during the ovld weather, by the upper current of the north-east 
monsvon circulation in Judia, The averuge rainfall of the month is hence less than that of — 
any other month of the year. The average rainfall of the month in oll districts of the: 
vince, excluding the Chittagong, Backergunge, and Nookhaily districts of Hast Bengal, 
the Pooree and Cuttack districts of Orissa, ranges from one to six-tenths of an inch. Jn 
excepted districts it varies from one to three inches, : 

Meteorological summary of the month.—The south-west monsoon retreated from the 
‘province during the last week of October, when the distribution of pressure and wind 
characteristic of the cold weather were gradually established. There were two periods _ 
during the month when the formation and mareh of cyclonic storms gave rise to much cloud, 

a marked change in the wind dircetions, a considérable increase of the temperature a 
humidity of the air, and some local rainfall. The following gives a brief sketch of 
storms : 7 

(1) Storm of November 6th to the 13th or 14th. The weather in the centre and se 
of the ‘was unsettled from the 8rd to the 6th. During this interval, winds in e 
force and rain-squalls became more frequent and intense ; a definite centre of. rgence 
began to show itself on the 6th, and.q large cyclonic disturbance was rapidly. formed, 1 
marched to the west-north-west, and struck the Madras coast, the centre crossing ea 
a little to the north of Madras shortly before noon on the 10th. It advanced across the 
Peninsula unbroken, avd thence passed into the Arabian Sea, marching to the n i 
The P. and O..steamer Peshawar was involved in iv on the 13th, axa 

Skies clouded ove South Bengal and Orissa on the 8th and 9th. & 
in. the outer area of the disturbance gave light showers to the Pooree and Ontti 
on the 8th, 9th and 10th, and to the Chittagong ict on the Sth, d 
‘Temperature increased rapidly on the 7th and 8th, and was considerably. t 
until the 12th, when the ordinary cold-weather conditions were re-establis Heh 
weather continued from that date until the 18th or 19th, ask: ae ‘y 

_ (2) Cyclonic storm of November 18th to the 24th. Forsome day r, 
had been squally and much rain had fallen in the south-east of 
Martaban Gulf. There is some evidence which scems to indicate that the storm 
formed in the Martaban Gulf, and passed into the Bay of Bengal to t 
Andamans. Whether this be the, or not, the land observations show 
centre to the north-west of the Andar on the 19th. The centre of the 
in about 16° N. latitude, and 89° E. longitude at noon of the 22nd, 
and 84}° E. longitude at noon of the 28rd. It struck the coast b 
Coconada late on the evening of that day, and broke up a few hours a 
storm area (of burricane winds and of rapid fall of barometer) 
uncsually small, not more thay 50 or 60 miles in a Pee REGS 

The disturbance initiated the usaal increase of — be 
amount in South Bengal on the ‘The breaki 

nce 





rl 








i : : We 
ail (large: amount in the southern districts) on the 23rd, 24th and 25th, 
; “his. deaturbanoo ‘the temperature and humidity did not pass away until a 29th 
or 30t Rieste ry weather, with westerly or northerly winds, was once more estab- 
lished over the province. 
© Pressure.—The oscillations of the barometer during the mouth have been of the kind 
that occur during fine weather in Northern India, and hence of no importance. The 
two storms of the month diminished pressure in Bengal during their existence, but the effect 
was remarkably small, and was chiefly felt in Orissa and tu a less extent in South-West 
al, Chutia Nagpur ith South eaeapoalicn ; oat uagi 
mean pressure e month is itely normal for South-West |, Chutia 
Nagpur and South Behar, and v1” eA defect for Orissa. It is ‘O1” in excess for Hast 
Bengal and °04” for North Behar, and probably ‘02” to 03” in excess for North Bengal. 
Temperature.—Lhe mean temperature of the month is above the average. This is mainly 
due to the unusually prolonged effect of the cyclonic disturbances of the month in increasing 
tem e, From the Ist to the 5th the day temperature was approximately normal, and 
the night temperature from 1° to 8° above the average of the period. From the 6th to the 
12th or 18th, the day temperature was from 1° to 3° above the average, and the night tem- 
from 1° to 5° above it During the third week, from the 13th to the 19th, the vari- 
ations were similar in amount and character to those of the first week of the month. 
During the remainder of the month temperature was considerably above the average. At 
many stations the change of weather caused by the second cyclone of the month 
increased the night temperature from 8° to 18°, ‘Tho day temperature differed very slightl 
from the normal, but the mean minimum night temperature of the last of the moni 
was from 4° to 9° above it The mean temperaturo of South Bebar for the mouth was 24° 
above the average, of South-West Bengal and Orissa 2°, of Chutia Nagpur 14°, and of North 
Behar, North and East Bengal, {°to 1° above it. ‘The following table shows the variations 
of the maximum and minimum temperature from the normal during the month at eight 
tions 7— 
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1-7, Rainfall.—The character of the rainfall of the month has been already stated. Orissa 
_ received moderate rain on the 8th, 9th, and 10ch, A very slight local disturbance, apparently 
origi inthe hills, gave light showers in the Julpigori, Oooch Behar and’ Darjeeling 
districts on the 13th, 14th and 15th. The second disturbance of the month gave moderate 
rain to Orissa on the 23rd, 24th and 25th, and to Chutia Nagpur and South “Behar on the 
25th and 26th. A few light local showers fell in other districts, but the month was practically 
yainless in Bengal and North Behar. South Behar received an average of one quarter of 
an inch, Chutia Nagpur of six-tenths of an inch (double its average November fall), and 
ot 1'8 inches (°65 inch above its normal amount for the month). It is interestin 
that the tendency for an iaflux of aqueous vapour to bo drawn to and discharg 
istricts of Gya and Shahabad, which was a very prominent feature of the mouth 
b ‘a minor feuture of the meteorology of the past month (November), 
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The 14th December 1886. ‘Metéevological Reporter to the, Goel. Of Banja 
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"Tae mean temperature of the seven days wee 707 
wae! ‘The extreme variation of temperature ee S14 
‘The maximum temperature es PA aes 867 x 
‘The mean relative humidivy os om oa oy rs 
‘The total fall of rain trom 5th to 11th December 1886 a Nit. 


‘The mean temperature and humidity are obtained by applying to the mean of the 10h, 16b, and 
minimum readings a correction dependent on the range, and derived from the hourly observations 
hei Surveyor-General’s Office, Chowringhee, in past years. 
| Marronoroereat Orncr, Inv1a ; H. F, Buanrorp, 
he 18th December 1886, Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
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THB METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL 
AN, BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, Tne ee 
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‘Tur weather during the greater part of the epast woek has been to somo extent dependent 
lonic disturbance in the south of the Bay. On the 29th and 80th of last month, 
ly heavy rain gan to fall on the South Coromandel and Bast Ceylon coasts, and 
the north-east winds which brought up the rain gradually strengthened. he irregularity 
of the barometric changes and shift of winds indicated that weather was unsettled anil 
_ squally over the adjacent portion of the Bay. No farther change appears to have occurred 
until the Sth, when the rainfall at the Ceylon and Goromandel coast stations decreased 
~~ rapidly in amount, the wind began to iacrease in force at Diamond Island, and the skies in 
Pegu to cloud over. The rainfall over the land area was practically nil on’ the 6th and 7th, 
but the general strengthening of the winds at the coast stations, the extension of elond 
* northwards into Bengal, and the westerly shift of winds at the west coast stations, indicated 
clearly that the rainfall was concentrating over the sea area in the south of the Bay, and 
hence producing a cyclonic disturbance with a clearly marked centre of wind convergence. 
The centre was probably nearly midway between Madras and the Andamans on the morning 
of the 8th. It advanced rather rapidly during that day to the west-north-west, and general 
rain beyan to fall on the west coast districts of the Bay. It apparently crossed the coast + 
north of Madras in the afternoon or evening of the 9th, and passed westwards, gradually 
filling up, on the 10th, when it dieappeared. 
‘The uyual changes occurred in Bengal. Skies which had been quite clear for some days 
; ously began to cloud over on the morning of the 7th, he cloud amount.slowly 
Rcnsteed until the 10th, when skiés were densely clouded in Orissa, Sonth-West Bengal 
and the adjacent’ districts. of Chutia Nagpur and South Behar, and lightly clouded in the 
remainder of the province ; the temperature and humidity of the air also increased from 
the 7th. The change was first.shown at the coast stations, and gradually extonded into the 
interior. The southern districts of Orissa received light to moderate rain on the 9th and 
10th from the disturbance. No rain fell in the remainder of the province. Hence: the 
week has on the whole been marked by excessive humidity and temperature, much cloud, 
and by the prevalence of northerly winds with an easterly instead of a westerly element. 
The variations of pressure during the weck were of the usual oscillatory character. 
The disturbance in the south of the Bay did not affect the barometric movement in Bengal 
directly to any appreciable extent, except in Orissa, ‘The mean pressure was hence practi- 
cally normal over the greater part of the province. It was slightly below the average in 
Orissa ("02"). The only persistent ubuormal feature in the distribution of pressure at 
present isin North Behar, whore pressure is relatively to the remaindor of the province in 
excess, In that area the mean pressure of the week was 0°3” above the normal mean, 
Temperature was slightly below the average at the commencement of the week. No 
marked change occurred until the 9thand 10ch, when a sudden rise occurred, chiefly 












' shewit by a large increase in the night temperature, The following are two most striking 


examples of the change :—At Calcutta the minimum temperature of the Sth was 583° and 
that of the 9th 73°2°, shawing an increase of 14°9° in the night temperature during the * 
24 hours. The minimum night temperature at Cuttack was 144° higher on the night of 
the 10th than on that of the 9to. The temperature changes wore least in Bast and Norti 
Bengal, and greatest in Orissa and South-West Bengal, where the day temperaiure was also 
increased, but to a less extent than the night temperature. In South and Central Behar aud 
Chutia Nagpur the change was in the night temporature only, and occurred on the evening of 
‘the 10th, when the rise varied from 7-7° at Gya and 7-5° at Dehree to 3'8° at Motihari and 
2° at Buxar, The mean temperature of the weck is hence above the average, the excess 
‘is ing most matked in the minimum temperatures, and ia the southern and western districts 
aq cree ince, The following table gives data for eight representative stations in different 
parts of the province :— 
: Table for comparison of the actual and normal average temperature, 
¥ Warx evvrve 10ra Decempen 1886, 
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states » during = of death week ending 13th November, indicating great improve- 
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8. That the mortality from the principal diseases (exhibited below) contrasted with the 
death- from the same causes in the preceding week, stands as follows :— 
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* 20th Nov, 1886, 13th Nov. 1886, 
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a g chiefly an increase of mortality from cholera, fever, and the maladies returned 
under tho aa of “ Other causes,” prominently from the two first-named disoases. 

4, What excluding small-pox, from which no death was reported to have occurred, 
injury, the casualties from which were nowhere noticeably large, and bowel-complaints, whieh 
proved cohspicuously fatal only in the Purneah town, viz, at the rate of 13:8 per 1,000 of 

ion, the rest of the diseases, above specified, caused the greatest loss of life in the 






ig Municipalities :— 
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that the mortality from cholera still continues high in Puri town, and that 
severely from the same disease, and Beauleah from fever. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. a 
Approzimate Return af Dit fr wn ended Sik Dolonboioo eA GE pier id 
concurxa Taarnic, | M#euannaen AyD Musee 


— Other 
ver of | oachir Wei (estimated). 
Boose] Sener | Saat | neon 














Bs, ase Mise] Re ae Rear, 



























Speteces-) mee lemmas) mmm) coe rg ag 
a ea an: lab ania 403,70,005 0 fursaa.su o 
‘Total for 2 wooks _. | 600.608 |20,01,672 6 0 | aeosieay Babiana ol 348400 oa hnamaBid ed ery 
Oourauison, | as rae ED "mamas ie oc 
s : 
pat eis fot eK week! aoxoure | sort th | mouse 20! Grea 7 9) 1990-1 0! 9753p ‘| ve 
eT Te weer Ln mat) gash 
SEETIOUE FORE ee | AMOOTAL | m.mnes 12 | B,07,87.812 0 |1,97,73,027 $9 7] 428,601 12 0 fu8s,r8,078 11 













aoa commending rerio OP 1885 include earnings on noeatut of Spodal tanin ‘or Ha xsones 


4 te Statement of gross receipts of the East Indian Railwa: ared in accord: ith Departnes 
Se see Givcalar ‘No. KEL, Rosbwey, dabed vere duly Vase 8 Pb Work 




















































Toray nmcxives reox ist | Tora anor, 

no REORETEON sean om Yost Ga Dionne Java 80 a 
Mean | Per n ' : Por 

saiterge] Receipts. | mile {ralcage| Receipts, | nits, jutlonno| total root 

sores, |wareea, worked, i are want aa 

I 
a Rs, Ra Bs, Rs. Re. 

amef ars | os | sau] asin | om! as] sasaeas | saver) ans 








PATNA-GYA STATE RAILWAY. i 
Approsimate Return of Traffic for weck ended sth December 1886, on 67} miles open: 
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Saturday, the 11th December 1886. 





= Present: 


f Mouryy ARpuL ‘Jupnar, 
2 ts Irvine. 





: vith 
- hs ap : d, * 
great importance which pate introduced in accordance 
made by the professional offi of the ‘Departm: 
been circulated, and is in.tho hands of hon, members. a 
it is nothing more than an enabling measure, It empowers 
Governor to direet a survey to be made of the 'Town; and toa 
tendent und one-or more Assistant Superintendents of Survey for the 
It goes on to authorize the Superintendent, either by himself or 
Assistants, to enter upon lands or premises, to procure the attendance | 
persons whose presence may be necessary, «nd to do ‘all thin, which may 
required for effecting, as survey and demareation of boundaries, — 
provides for the settlement of Bape either by judicial decision or by 
ence to arbitrators, and here I may explain that.it is intended that the Sury: 
far us the professional and scientific part of it is concerned, shall be u 
charge of a professional officer of the Revenue Survey Depar' nd 
the survey shall be attached a civil offiver of the stunding of a ty Collector, 
who will decide such boundary disputes as may arise, subject to an appeal to the 
Board of Reyenue or to such other authority as the Lieutenant-Governor may 
appoint. But it is not contemplated, or Prokabie that donnddey HUB Bi 
Calet will be numerous, as the land is very valuable and the boundaries: 
fortho most part are well ascertaincd. “Then the Bill goes on to provide 
that on the completion of the survey, the maps and other papers i 
shall be deposited in the Oaleutta Monica Office, ri that 4 
i may lodge any objection, if he thinks fit, within a specified 
and ‘that such objection shall be considered and decided, and that 
objections have thus been disposed of, the Local Government, if it 
. survey, may signify its approval by a notification in the 
1at was the usual course adopted when a survey is made under 
1847. ‘The Bill ‘proceeds with the usnal pro’ ion giving the: 
er to'lay down rules for regulating proceedings taken under 
* finally there is a section authorizing the Government to extend the 
any part of the Act to such portions of the Suburbs as may h 
nected with the ‘Town for municipal purposes. 
The motion was put and agreed to. hi 
The Bill was then referred to a select Gommittee consistin 
Messrs, Allon and Anundo Mohun Bose and the mover, 
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- CHITTAGONG PORT TRUST. , > 


The Hon. Mr, Macavtay, in introducing the Bill to ‘appoi 
sioners for the Port of Chittagong, said :—The Bill, as hon’ble m 
observe from the marginal references, follows in its main features 
Port Comuissioners’ Act, passed in 1879 by the Governor. Geners 
Council, In one important particular, however, we haye liad to 
that model. You, ‘Sir, have decided to give effect to th elective 
in the constitution of bodies of this character in these provinces, 
have alveady informed this Council, it will be my duty 
“meeting to ask for permission to introduce a measure to amend tl 
Port Commissioners’ Act for this purposo, As regurds the. 

1 would ask the attention of the Council to section ine 
proposed that there shall be nine Commissioners, 

yppointed by the local Government, and 1 ved 





eat rte case 

ite time by vritten ea Local Govern- 

‘differs —and differs, I think, for the worse—not ofily’ 

F adras Acts, which* contain the elective principle, but 

utia Act of 1870. Under'that Act, although ait the Commis- 

aeety ‘the Government, still the disqualifications are laid 

ave no doubt the Council will approve of my having“intro- 

section 8, laying down the ciréumstances of disqualification, and 
‘the matter to the discretion of Government, As regards’ 
ler of the: Bill, as I have suid, it mainly follows the Rangoon Act, 
ion that, on the precedent of the Bombay and Madras Acts, 
introduced a special haber providing borrowing powers for the) 

9 miss H vers. * hi " r 
The Council will’ observe that the sections regarding works may appear at 
first Sight somewhat formidable. They provide for possible expenditure upon 
vi jetties, and piers, and also for compelling ships to use the jetties 
pay dues, apd they provide penalties for disobedience of these orders 
measure has been regarded with a little apprehension by some 

cantile authorities, who consider that the commerce and Prosperity, of the 
port of Chittagong may not perhaps be permanent, I will make a few remarks: 
int. It has been suggested that the expansion” of the commerce of 
Chittaging has been due to fortuitous cireumstances, and that if these cireum- 
mces are altered it may disappear. It has been suggested that if the railway 
were reduced, a great part of the jute-trade which now goes to 

g might be diverted to Calcutta. Without going into this question,’ 

oint out that the commerce of Chittagong is not confined to jute, , In’ 

‘year the exports of rice were even greater than the exports of jute, 

jount of exports of rice war 63,510 tons as against 44,951 tons of 

ere is also a large import of sult, though I am aware, of course, 
imports of salt very often depend upon the exports of some other 
becuuse salt is sent out in ships which might otherwise come in 

But there are other articles of import which are deserving of 

eration regarding the prosperity of the port. Besides salt, there is: 
iderable trade done in the import of minoral oil, Although in the 

the trade fell off to s»me extent, owing to its ‘having been som 

werdone in the previous year when nearly a million: gallons of oil 

tod, still Mr [yall the Commissioner of Chittagong, whose opinion, 

is entitled to great weigat on everything concerned ‘with thut pro- 
assures us that a great part of Eastern Bengal is supplied with mineral 
som Chittagong, and he told us in his last report that two petroleum ships 
the time on their way to Chittagong. I mention this because L think it 
40 remove a possible misappretiension. At the same time, Ihave to 
‘there is no dangef whatever of this section being made use of 

of launching into any extravagant schemes. Woe have intro- 

Ito provide for the absolute necessities of the port, but we have 

ll to make the enactment as complete as possible, Regarding 
es je no intention of constructing them until the trade of 

a3 increased a great deal more, and, indeed, until the commercial’ 

if the port hus been practically assured. This is what Mr. Lyall 

6 trade of this port 1s peculiar, the larger proportion, both of 
ransbipped from smaller craft into the sea-going ships, 

ling in this manner single moorings are preferred. Jetties 

, the bulk of the freight being transhipped us aboye 

is'made, the question of the necessity for jetties 

om this expressed opinion-of the Commissioner, L would 

ouncil to the penultimate paragrapii of section 65, 

L ch a sum Fever than Rs. 10.000" 
uinissioners shall be valid without 

ment.” I think, therefore, thas’ 
ured that there is no danger of 
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this Bill was delivered to members after they e1 neil h 
morning, it-will not. be possible to discuss its provisions to-day, but I would 
to draw the attention of the Council to certain matters connected with 
procedure in the introduction of Bills. According to our standing rules, it is 
neoossary that a Bill should be delivered to members three days before the 
motion can be made to have it read in Council. Ido not mention this matter 
with the object in the slightest degree of raising any technical difficulty, But 
it would be an adyantage if in all cases the rule could be. observed, so that 
members might haye some clear idea of the leading provisions and outlines of 
a Bill before the present stage is passed. And this is not an isolated instance. 
Not only with regard to the present Bill, but it so happens that with regard to 
the Bill already introduced this day, as also the one which! is to be introduced 
on the motion which will come next in order, the copies of the Hill were 
delivered, so far at any rate as I am concerned, too late for Ty s 
consideration of the Bill, and certainly too, late for Sp cal ath ee 
‘standing rules of the Council. They were delivered on Thursday it 

d ith only one day intervening it would be hardly possible to consider the 
Bill as it would be the duty of Members to do, In this connection, I would 
draw the attention of your Honour to another suggestion, and it is this, With 
regard to this Bill, the Council were favoured with a speech. by the hon’ble 
Member then in charge of the Billlast Saturday, in addition to the observations 
made to-day by the Hon. Mr. Macauray. “It would be an advantage if the 
official proceeding’ of the Council could appear in the local Gazette which is 
published on the following Wednesdey, instead of, as ordinarily happened, on 
the Wednesday following. He mentioned this because he intended to refer to 
some remarks that fell on the last occasion, and he could only trust to the report. 
which appeared in the newspapers. They were grateful to the press for the 
reports which appeared of their proceedings ; but these reports were often 
meagre, and might sometimes not be altogether correct. I believe, if yo 
Honour expressed a wish in favour of this course, it would generally, if not 
always, be found possible to have the official proceedings of the Council pablii 
in the following Gazette, and this would be an advantage to Members of the 
Council in their discussions, and they would also often have the benefit of the 
discussions in the newspapers, based on full information contained in the official 
account of the proceedings. And thirdly, I would suggest’ for your Honour’s 
consideration that it would be very desirable, especially in the case of Bills 
affecting limited local areas, that the official papers leading to the introduction 
of a Bill or its’ inception should be placed in the hands of Members. No doubt 
if we had in this Council representatives of local areas the inconvenience 
felt in discussing the provisions of a Bill without Members having access 
to these papors might be comparatively a good deal less. But on the 
present occasion, as the only source of ‘information would be: the official 
papers. on which the Bill is based, it would be desirable that these should be — 
put before Mombers., I imagine in most cases they could with advantage | 

in the hands of Members, and this would certainly secure a better and 

moro effectual consideration of measures brought before the Council. I venture. 
to hope that this suggestion may also meet with your Honour’s favouraile hee 
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‘With regard to the Bill itself, havin 
introduction, it will not be possible, as I 
But, as far as I can gather trom what was said on the last 
by the hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill, I thivk 
for'a measure of this kind being introduced with a view to its b 
era eee cialis Lieder pee 
maiter, ish to accord, if I may do so, tf ial than’ 
made in section 5, to rhich attention has fas L n 

of the elective principle in the co 

is more remarkable in the recent b 






hold it has 
: chante r i. it hag 
f which your Honour een go int 2 
Municipal Boards, as well as of Tce! ara 
ores had been conceded in the ba tie last two 
- to the recognition of this principle in the Bill bofore us, 
: ;, in the course of the motion for leave to introduce the 
ee special difficulties, having regard to the cireumstances of 
way of giving effect to this fi 
e ints : 
the f th of Chit of 
the commerce of the Jhittagong, h 
even under those ph saver Me hed the ceaeiie of { 
ciple and an attempt made to give effect to it, W 
cussing the at the present time, whether the proportion ef el 
one might or ment not be made larger than is contemplated in the 
is my duty to aecord to your Honour ant to the hon’ble Member in charge 
Bill, on ‘ehalé of the native community, their thanks for the elective 
pee pabece the Bill; ae is not presumption on my part to 
os 6, I trust not in the dim and distant future, but hefore many years 
have away, that principle ‘will be recognized in the constitution of the 
Legislative Couneils of this Empire. If there is one desire more widely felt 
‘than another; if there is one conviction in the public mind getting more settled 
_ than another, it is the desire that im the constitution of the Legislative Councils 
of the Empire the principle of election should, as far as may be practicable, be 
San en to 3 itis the rnp that, ewicets to whatever powers of control 
may ‘be deemed necessary, ‘ic opinion s) @ more largely, more directly, 
en sented in those rakes the utterances of one of the most hone “é 
ara members of the non-official European community at the late 
j ws dinnor—I refer to our present popular Sheriff, who»presided on 
i ay be taken to represent the opinions of that community, then 
@ is no question more ripe for consideration than that of wide the 
s) rislative Councils. and. alteri their character. J aay 


of our 
rt the principle of election embodied in this Bill, and venture humbly, 


, t0 hope thet, before many. years have rolled away in their 

that rarifiiple., will be recognized in a larger sphere-to the honour and 

y of the British-administration, and to the sufety and advantage of the vast 

entrusted by a wise Providence to its care, 

His Hoxour the Presipexr oe the fase member Sevosrtokaly within 
right in bringing ito our notice that we yre infringing a rule in proceedin, 
this "all tatone it has been. three days iu the yet of members, an: 

‘say at once:that if’ he chooses to press that consideration upon us, I shall 

H in the ‘suggestion that the further proceedings in connection 

is Bill be-postponed to the next meeting of tho Vouncil. But if he is not 

to press the point, L. think the fact that we hove gone beyond the 

-might be condoned in view that the bill has been drafted on lines 

understood -in connection with.ather ports and that it will be referred to. 

; Committee, in which it is proposed that he himself shall be a member. 

g to the publication of speeches and of the proceedings of this 

e following Gazette—that is, that the proceedings of our Council of 

appear always in the Galcults Gozeie on the Wednesday 

aid that very often wher our proceedings are Jong, and 

hon. members are long, it is totaly impossible to frame 

7 iby We have to depend upon the Press to give the 

in this Council, and I think hon. members 

A that it takes us a considerable time, 

‘the detailed proofs of the speeches 

to formulate any rule in accordance 
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possession aoe Lees ’ 
ittes. In this caso I haye no doubt 
tho Commissioner of ng, aid other 
pear j ill be placed on the table in connexior 
ich it is now proposed to refer toa Sélect Committee, and Sapo 
Swill, therefore, be ven fo any member to take @ note of what might have 7 
written, to take objection to anything which he objects to, or to give 1 8 
_ “support > Shear od Bond ese mapa i ay 
*,” larger question to which he adverted as” ls introduci pl 
representation it our Legislative Coudile in Tndia, asa the re 
‘adopting the ‘elective prineiple in'the constitution of the Port 








ng. 4 
_. The motion was then and ert to, and the Bill refe 
Committee consisting of the Hon. Messrs. Reynolds, Allen, | 
Anund6'Mohun Bose and thé mover. we 





.- ~ CHOTA NAGPORE RURAL POLICE BILL, | 


The Hox. Mr. Auten introduced the Bill to provide for the regulation of 
. the Rural Police in Chota Nagpore, and in doing so said:—There is no need: 
* for me to take up the time of the Council with along speech upon this Bill, as 
it is nothing more or less than a reproduction of the existing Act VIII of 1878, 
with one slight chango,— that in place of the village headman on whom the 
working of that Act was imposed, we have substituted the cirdle telisildar, It 
was found impossible without a paid agency to mike assessments and to realize 
the amount of taxation which each village had to contribute, and as usual the ~* 
provisions of the law had to give way to the necessities of fact. It is now pro- 
posed to-recognize these farts, and to make Jegal the nomination of the the 
tehsildar. Beyond this substitutionsof the circle tehsildar for the village head- 
man, the present Bill makes no substantial change in the existing Act, The 
maximum rate which was allowed to be paid to the chowkidar inapbadie aalbe 
in order to méct the rising prosperity of certain villages in the neighbourhood ~ 
of coal mines, where it is impossible to procure chowkidars upon the pay which *) 
was legal under the former Act. 4 iy ey 
‘Thé Hon. Mz, Annvpa Monon Bose said, with your) Honour’s i 
Lbeg to make some observations at the present stage of this Kill. It seems to 
me that we have no information’ on which exactly to justifythe proposed 
changes incorporated in the Bill. The whole basis of the Bill, to use the 
. language of the Statement of Objects and Reasons, is this, that she fieadeten ae 
whom the hinge, so to speak, on which the whole machinery of the former act — 
sostell and turned, was a mythical person. ‘Now, Sir, ‘thi nly was, * 
strong language to use with respect to the very existence-sof the fact 


















B: which formed the basis of legislation not of so many years ago, 
eight years back. It becomes, therefore, necessary reese 
mt position with regard to the Bill itself. Thisiis what the Ho 
a8 reported to haye said moving for leave to introd 
“the existing law under which the police are paid: is, 
_ 1878; but it has been found in practice that ‘the state of. 
by this Act has no existence in fact. By this Act 
the pay of the police should be raised through 
but it is said that as a fact there was : 
Chota Nagpore” This isa remarkable 
ec pcqpon its meaning or sig: 2! 
neil, in legislating in thi matter in 1878, 
ey: foundtin of he in abo 
things; thac the Act passed in 
or even of sand, becanse that wo 
tion, whatever. This certainly ought to in 



































1 information in our legislative course ; 
ons owhat have before us at the present time to | 
rceedin orn vee with regard to’ this matter that 
in a tt ¢ present time. It is ne 
ded aboot this hotdmnany’ because is Dropoaed. to Boater 
tos in his place-tehsildars to be beet int Stat Deputy 
orted to 


p for every ‘circle; of vill: “Vhe Hon. Member 
with regard to the village headman, thut there was ‘ novsuel 
Y throughout. Chota Nagpore.” I : 
what intended, and whether the meaning’ is that he’ does ex 


7 .d ns of the division’in questiony and not. imother portions, “mien H 
if the 1A be gs0, it becomes important.to examine the” provisions of “the 
Hropowe ‘ill with regard to that fact. Thatis to say, it might not beri” Tay 

the change in regard to those portions of the division inwhich * < 





eacian exists. Instead of introducing the general principle noweadvacated, ~ 
it would be desirable to limit it to areas where the headman does not exist, In 
the nest place, I would draw the attention of the Council to the fact that there 
geoms to have been a'serious alteration in the character of the Bill since the 
a anaes ad to by Your Honour at,the opening of the present session of 
the Council that oceasion Your Honour was pleased to observe: ‘ Without 
entering into the practical details of the Bill, which is 1 very sinall measure, I 
‘may say that power is required to give assistance to the headmen now employed 
in collecting tl ce ce dues, and to legalize the agency which they employ.” 
It seams, if I understand the Bill correctly, that instead of assisting the head- 
man, it is moposed to abolish him altogether; and further, instead of Jegalising * 
yageney they employ, to substitute that agency in his place, oo 
This is » very important, nay radica!, alteration in the entire scope and 





- eharacter of the Bill since it was referred to by Your Honour on the »7tlt 


ber last. Lam not aware whether in the few days that have elapséd since 
inte any circumstances have come to light which have led to the proposal 
A entire abolition of the enone ated vot specaniae, him with assistance 
legalizing the agency employed by him think the Counéil’ is entitled 
ne Sacbrar this subject. »'Ihen there is.the fact—afaet of more 
than ordiriary importance, having regard” to the circumstances connected 
with the history of the legislation—that there is no member in. this ‘ ouncil 
Gwho might be said" to represent_in any sense the Chota Nagpore Division 
‘or the districts “of Hazaribagh or* Lohardugga, because in that case such 
aight have been of help in throwing light upon the questions now 
before us. It will therefore become all the more necessary to have official 
information on this point placed fully before the Select Committeo and the 
Gouncil. Let us realise that we are tow receding from & position which was 


‘Assumed by the Legislature in ‘1878, not as regards a question of 
, buta question of faét, viz. as to the existence or non-existence of a 


















netionary: in the village economy of the districts of Hazuribagh and 
“Whe next point I would notice is this. Reference was made in 
‘of the Hon. Member to a paid agency which has had to be intro- 
for the collection of the chowkidaree dues, and to help the headwan in 
the assessments; thus, ir the language of the Hon. Member, turnin, 
law. It is desirable that there should be information witl 
‘agency tmauthorised by law; as to the character, cost, and 
i which it is now proposed to substitute altogether fur 
Iman. Another point which I will notice is in regard to the 
headman in the e: Act VIII of 1878. A headman is 
ection 2 of that Act to mean {the person entrusted with collecting 
whatever designation he may be called.” I. would huve 
, inthe remarks whieh the Hon. Member has addressed to the _ 
ed to that definition. Ido not know whether even a head- 
ion given t 1s or is not found to exist in ‘the 
“yet re ‘in the Act. I do nareleriey the Mer 4 
on of not having to any rent, bein prot 
farms’ din S ie at think thot is the 
‘ike to know whether there are 
village rents, We. may presume 





me 


has led to tl ae ¢ 
ges nuns dis igsea? th 
. af the 
present Bill,” t i 
have been ta! : tly ost d 
on drom this point, there are one or 
ike to notice. The Heap age referred to | 
to inerease the maximum pay of the chowkidar 
in the present law, to Rs. 4; and I am 
ent moment that tho reason. he has viz. 
pas agro nae We the is 2 coal-mines labour 
and it» wil necessary to em i on 
San. sufficient. But I do not think the Hon. Aenier is str 
stating that there is no other substantial’alteration of the law 
Bil, There are, however, one or two other matters of mut 
importance than tho point ho has noticed as to the proposed increase: 
maximum pay of the rural police. In the present Act the margin of aon 
for collection is 15 per cent, over the actual pay of the chowki 
proposed by section 7 of the Billto make it 3} annas in the rapee, which — 
means 21:875, or roughly speaking 22 per cent., thus increasing it from 1: 
» 22 percent. hat is a matier which, I think, requires explanation, W 
all aware that in no other division of the province is the peasantry, as a wht 
-so poor and ignorant and helpless as in the division of Chota Nagpore, 
being so, any increase of taxation proposed to be made on them requires 
zealously watched, especially bearing in mind the dact that the wliole thin 
to depend upon the decision of the Deputy Commissioner, even with 
of any consultation with the villagers. It seems to me that some justi 
is needed. for the proposal for increasing the excess portion of this rate f 
the present limit of 15 per cent. to 22 per cont. We haye hud no 
before us to show us the present cost of the inichinery, or that which 
to substitute for i which would make it neee: that probably 
pulation in all the provinces under Your Honour’s ‘G6 
e under the liability of having increased taxation laid upon it, 
that no reasons are found sufficient to justify sach increase, but 
_attempt made to show that there is any oceasion for such pro} 
That is one of the substantial or important changes with regard to 
explanation, is given, : - 
- Then there is another poit which seems eve of greats 
‘The existing Act is limited to the rural police im tho districts of 
and Toherduges. In the Bill under consideration it is bid forgo 
operation of the whole Act at once in those districts of some 
district of Manbhoom, and to give power to the Lieutenant-Governor ti 
the whole of it to any other districts in the Chota Nagpore 
Reems to me to bo\a very portant extension as far as 
concerned, in respect. of which it would: be desirable to haye 
and further information. At the present time the other 
division, besides Hazaribagh ,and Lobardbgeni wvsld. I opr 
narily Siess to the operation of the general Ralls C} 
a Act VI of 1870 as amended by Act I of 1871 and 
| the present year. The posal. to take away the 
the gendal law, ab ery 2 td different character 4 
now pro isa ‘oof avery charactey: 
ver has been ai It is true | 
but. re 


to the other districts, 













h bo post duntil we have that 

n , suggest that if thie Bill goes toa Select Com. 

Committee begins its consideration of the Bill, a pretty 

ald be allowed to elapse, so that after the publication of 

we may have some information from the inhabitants themselves in 

ngpare, with regard to matters of fact and the existence or non. 

the headman, and with regard to the various points to which I have 

atenton. It may be, as is’ stated in the Statement of objects and 

“reasons, that there are no intelligent and influential headmen of villages ; but 

there may be some intelligent. men in the whole division, who may be able to 

render assistance in the discussion of the proposed measure; and T hepe that all 

communications on the subject which have been received by the Govern- 
ment will be placed before the Select Committee and the Council. 


‘His Honour the Parswenr said:—I have no intention of following the 
member in all those points of details upon which he has spoken. It is 
tended to refer the Bill to a Select Committee to-day. We have 
ed that, considering that the reports upon which the Bill is based are 
of some months’ standing, it would be preferable that the draft of the 
which has been prepared should be circulated to the ‘Commissioners 
Dep Ay. Commissioners of the districts to which the Bill will apply, 

er that they may consider our proposals and give us tho beneky of 


their ions. Therefore, there will be at least one month’s delay before 
the Council is asked to refer the Bill 40'a Committee, In the meantime I can 
_ give the hon, member the assurance that whatevor papers we have in any way 


connected with the proposal before the Council will be printed and circulated * 


_ tohon. members. The interest’ which the hon. member seems to take in 
_ this Bill justifies me in suggesting that his name should be included among 
+ those Se aetion the Bill will be referred, ‘There is only one point to which 
I shall further allude and that is this, Tho hon. member takes us io task for 
throwang a slur upon our predecessors of 1878. He said that the Government 
and the Legislature of that year proceeded on the assuranco that there existed 
_ in every village such a personage as a headman, and that we now say that 
he has no existence. I think if the hon. member had carefully looked at 
nt of Objects and Keasons of the Bill, he would have noticed the 
which the hon. member in charge of* the Bill had introduced 
in the first portion of it. It said that the Act of 1878 had poet a failure, 
Decause “he intelligent and influential headman who was assumed to exist in every 
village of Chota Nagpore had, ‘in fact, no existence. The want of intelligent 
and influential headmen did not justify the Government in leaving in the hands 
‘of incompetent persons the difficult and delicate task of making the assessments 
_and levying the tax, and therefore, in carrying out the objects of the Act, we 
ibstitute a paid agency which was not recognized by the law, and this” 
it is now proposed to legalize. 
motion was then put and agreed to. 
Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 18th instant, at 1] Amt. 



























"RESOLUTION. 





‘THE CANAL REVENUE REPOBT FOR 1895-86. 





Reap— ;, ae Pee ee 
‘The Canal Revenue Reports for 1885-86 and the Chief Engincer’s note on the 
‘Wu total outlay, direct and indirect, to the close of the 885-88 on 
canals in Bengal, of which capital accounts are kept, has been 88,138,181. 
Of this sum, Rs, 7,82,000 have been contributed by the Imperial Government: 
from Famine Relief and Insurance funds, Rs. 86,52,056 have been provided 
from Provincial revenues, and Rs. 5,86,02,070 have been charged to Loan funds. 
In addition to the sums mentioned above, Rs. 7,77,055 have been expended on 
surveys for irrigation works, which have not been carried out, eigen 
%. There are now in actual operation in Bengal 782 of canal, of 
* which 553 miles are navigable. The total area commanded by tl i 
2,698,846 acres, of which 455,987 acres, producing crops of the esi : 
of Rs, 1,13,94,483* were irrigated during the year. The number of boats — 
plying in the canals Sysing the year was 241,951, The total value of goods. 
passing front the canals in boats ond rafts aggregated Rs, 8,51,21;! 
approximately. : 4 A 
8. ‘The receipts from, and expenditure on, the canals in operation for 
- last three years are given in the statement below: the figures include haa 
' rt 
i 









charges:— r 


1885-86, 














